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Sight & Sound Theatre - NOAH  
Saturday November 1st  7:00 PM  
by Perkiomen Tours 
Departure Time: 2:00 pm at Union UCC, Neffs 
Return Time: 11:30 pm at Union UCC, Neffs 

 

Dinner at Hometown Kitchen, Quarryville, 1 hr. and 45 min to 
eat before the show departure at 5:45. 

 
Cost: $170.00 (adults) and $130.00 children 12 and under, includes motorcoach  
transportation, family style lunch (Choice of One Salad, Two Meats, Three Vegetables, two 
Desserts Served with Vanilla Ice Cream, and Beverages), tax and gratuity for lunch and 
show. Includes Perkiomen Driver gratuity. 

 

Money due 7/22/25 - Need Minimum of 30 to have the trip. Checks should be made out to 
“Union UCC”  or paid to the church venmo. Payment can be placed in Ron’s mailbox across from 
pastors offices or given to the church office marked “Noah.”    

 

Questions and more details please contact Ron Pope - ron.v.76@gmail.com or 484-695-9988 

mailto:ron.v.76@gmail.com
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 Semi-Annual meeting 

Dear Church Family, 

I’d like to invite you to attend our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 22, 2025 following 

the 10:30 AM service. This meeting’s agenda will focus on the approval of the FY2026 Budget as well as a  

review of the audit report for the Funds of Lasting Gifts.  

 

Your participation and engagement in this process supports our programs and mission while ensuring our  

financial vitality moving forward. Please take this opportunity to meet with our Financial Leadership Team and 

become informed. 

 

The meeting will be held in person, but a Zoom option will be available to view the meeting (voting must be 

done in person). I look forward to seeing you on June 22nd and working together to better serve God and our 

greater community. 

 

May God continue to bless our church family and those we serve. 

Respectfully, 

Eric Minnich 

Consistory President 

Zoom:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84558856773?pwd=2bbjnv8Lvg7XDNIOjN3Njbu6sG8QAH.1 

Meeting ID: 845 5885 6773 

Passcode: 123911 

Thank you Marissa Haney, Office Administrator:   
 
We are sad to announce that Marissa, our office administrator has resigned. She has  
accepted a job at another company.  We hate to see her leave us. She has been an  
awesome part of our staff and team for 6 years. But we wish her all the best in this new 
chapter of her career. She’s also going to become a Grandmother in June! 
              

   We thanked her in worship on Sunday, May 18th.  Congratulations and blessings, Marissa! 
 
                Marissa has graciously agreed to continue to help us during the transition while we do interviews. She 
will not be in the office during the day. We ask for your patience and prayers for the staff and our leaders as we 
move through this time of change. The job will be posted on Indeed.com. Please pray for our search and the 
person God calls to serve as our next team member too. 
        

         If you know of someone who might be interested in the position have them apply through  
Indeed.com. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84558856773?pwd=2bbjnv8Lvg7XDNIOjN3Njbu6sG8QAH.1
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Are you ready to join the fight agaist hunger?  If so join us in October as we pack 
more than 100,000 meals! 
 
 Out next Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing Event will take place  

October 10-12th.  To achieve our goal we will need 500 volunteers and will have to 
raise $30,000 to pay for the ingredients.  Volunteer registration will begin in  
September and the fund-raising efforts have already begun.  Last year our meals 
went to support children in Ukraine.  To support this event please use the QR Code 
below, visit https://give.fmsc.org/lehigh or make checks out to FMSC and include our 
event number 2510-090MI.                                                                                
                                                 

From the Property Committee  
 
     Summer is coming soon, but let’s think back to the beautiful spring we experienced. God’s beauty was all 
around as all the flowers and trees awakened from their winter hibernation. The daffodils in the grove, and all 
the other flowers were spectacular this year. Then the flowering dogwood trees, cherry trees and magnolias 
took over for a few weeks, providing for a colorful outdoor experience. Let’s not forget about the green grass, 
growing fast from all the rain showers, even the dandelion’s provided some color, until the fertilizer kicked in. 
Yes, Spring is always a special time around Union UCC’s property.   
 
     The yearly maintenance of the property continues, the oil burner cleaned, fire extinguishers inspected, AC 
units of the sanctuary serviced, gutters cleaned, flower beds cleaned and mulched, everything in order as  
summer arrives. Thank you to the many contractors who perform various skills to keep our property in good 
shape   
 
       Reminder to church members looking to hold a special event in the grove this summer, dates are going 
fast, please contact the church office to book a special family event. The grove is a special place for parties, 
showers, reunions and more.  

Graduating in 2025? 

Let us celebrate your accomplishments! 

If you’re graduating from High School, College, Grad 

School, or BEYOND...we want to celebrate you! Submit 

your  

information via the Google form below or the information 

form in your bulletin.  

Then join us in worship on June 8, 2025 to honor you!  

Google form: https://forms.gle/pcpHdnAsM7uNypM17 

https://forms.gle/pcpHdnAsM7uNypM17
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From Pastor Kris - So much to celebrate, thank you faithful members! 
 
In the Fall we celebrated our members who have been members for 40 or more years. This Spring we celebrat-
ed members who have been here for 20-39 years. Thank you to those who did video interviews:  
Randy and Dede Bilger, Dave and Sharon DiPaolantonio, Eric Minnich. Dennis Foster, Dave and Dolly Mul-
cahy, Dan and Dep Topp, Karen Nuschke, Ron and Johanna Pope, and Deana Correll. 
  
Margie and Malcolm Mackenzie also shared these reflections: 
                1) Our elementary age daughter was invited by a friend who was a Union member to attend Sunday 
School with him and liked it.  She then proceeded to enjoy the wonderful children’s program the church 
offered. She enjoyed it so much that we decided to go to a few services and found it was a good fit for our  
family. 
                UnionUCC  has always been a source of community and comfort for us all these years. We are  
appreciative of all the church has done to be engaging and offering so many opportunities for spiritual, social 
and personal growth. The church always has a sense of history and permanence, while still evolving to be the 
progressive, inclusive and compassionate church it is today. 
                2)We have many memories of meaningful holidays, services in the grove and certainly the beautiful 
musical offerings Union has always encouraged its members to participate  in. 
                Mac was pleased to have contributed to the congregation by serving on the Board of Governors and 
Consistory, he came away with a sense of appreciation for the work  involved with running the church. Before 
retiring from working  at the bank down the road Margie remembers hearing the wonderful church bells at 
noon. It was a reminder of our church and Gods love at midday. 
                3)We keep faith by going for walks and observing God’s care for all things through the beauty and  
orderliness of the natural world and giving thanks for it. 
                4)My favorite hymn is Abide With Me, because it asks for nothing but God’s presence throughout our 
life until the end of it. Mac’s favorite is This is My Father’s World. 
                5) Our words of wisdom would be to become an attentive listener in our relationships with each other. 
People teach us who they are through our interest in them and in turn we learn who we are and find  
commonality.  May God bless our congregation and leaders for many more years of faithful service. 
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"As human beings, our 

job in life is to help 

people realize how ra-

re and valuable each 

one of us really is, 

that each of us has 

something that no one 

else has or ever will 

have something inside 

that is unique to all 

time. It's our job to 

encourage each other 

to discover that 

uniqueness and to pro-

vide ways of develop-

ing its expression."  -

Fred Rogers 



June 2025 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

YAT Summer Lunch 

All Youth (6th thru 12th grade) are invited to join us for 

our End of School Y.A.T. Summer Lunch! We'll eat some 

yummy foods, maybe some special treats, and tons of 

fun. 

When: June 8, 2025 

Time: 11:30am-1:00pm 

Where: Youth Room 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer 

Youth Group Summer Grove Hang-Outs 

 

All youth grades 6th thru 12th are invited to join us for 

a time to hang out in the grove. Drinks and cool 

treats will be provided. Bring your friends for a time to 

just enjoy Summer together!  

 

*If it rains—we’ll move into the Youth Room* 

Congratulations Class of 2025! 

Adventure Is Out There! You’re all part of a very different group of kids. You were either starting 

high school or finishing it during a global pandemic. So much of your adventures were different 

than your peers...and as always you persevered! We are so incredibly proud of all of our  

graduates! The journey is just beginning, keep turning the pages in your story!  
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer
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One Great Hour of Sharing - It’s time to share  
 
     One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is one of four special offerings of the United Church of Christ. This 
annual special offering supports the disaster, refugee, and development minis tries of the United Church 
of Christ within Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM).  
 
      In Galatians, the Apostle Paul encourages followers of Jesus to generously help and care for others. 
Though there is great need in the world and we can grow weary because we do not know how to help, 
God’s spirit energizes us to help.   
 
    You can make a difference. Your generosity makes all the difference. Your gifts to OGHS provide 
 immediate aid and long-term support to people experiencing hunger, thirst, disaster, or crisis around the 
world.   
    Collections for OGHS will take place in June. To make a donation, please use the special envelope  
included in this newsletter. This may be mailed to the church office or dropped into the collection plate. 
Donations may also be made online.   
 
    Thank you for supporting this annual mission collection.  
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From the Mission Committee   
 
    Thank you for your generous support during the Easter Mission collection. Donations of over $1,500 will  
support The Chemo Bag and over $1,500 will support World Central Kitchen. Both missions will provide love 
and support to families during special times in their lives.  Our financial support makes a difference in 
the world community.   
  
    Each year, earnings from the Urffer Fund in the Funds of Lasting Gifts is provided to missions outside of the 
church who deal with improving the lives of children.  
 
     This year, the Mission Committee approved donations of $1,000 to the Special Olympics of the Lehigh  
Valley, $1,000 to Bethany Children’s Home, and $800 to the Civic Theatre’s Children’s summer camp.  
  
      Each year, earnings from the Mattern Family Humanitarian Needs Fund is provided to missions across the 
globe to provide families some of the basic requirements of food, clean water and shelter.   
 
     This year, the Mission Committee has approved donations of $500 to each of the following missions:   
Parkland CARES food Pantry, Meals on Wheels of the Lehigh Valley, Lehigh Conference of Churches,  
Community Action of the Lehigh Valley, Second Harvest Food Bank, Sixth Street Shelter, Victory House of 
Lehigh Valley.  
 
    Thank you to the Urffer Fund and the Mattern Fund, individual funds within the Funds of Lasting Gifts  
endowment fund for Spreading God’s Love to the World.   
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PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 
The Neffs Preschool Board of Directors is pleased to announce their 2025 scholarship winner. 
This $250 scholarship is given every year to a high school senior who is planning on higher 
education and started their educational career at Neffs Preschool. The applicants are required 
to complete a 500 word essay in which they discuss themselves, their future plans, and a  
preschool memory. Congratulations to Emily Hoysan, a senior at Parkland High School who 
plans on pursuing a degree in Speech Therapy. 

The staff, students, and I wish everyone a  

HAPPY, SAFE, and HEALTHY summer! 

We will see you again in September! 
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You Belong Here!  Welcome home to Union UCC! 
New Member Information from Pastor Kris 

New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a variety of interests, 
passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are still  
wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us formally. Or maybe you visited here 
a few times and knew right away this is your place.  
In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this conversation.  

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form using the link and return it to 
the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can then welcome you as a 
new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 
chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love to 
serve God here. 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, October 19th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall where 
coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, October 26th at 8am or 10:30am worship.  
 We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more information about us, 
and ask your questions. 
To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/
viewform 

Or you can contact the office for a paper copy. 
We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 
Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me anytime.  

 Mission Thank You’s 

        Thank you for the generous gift of $2,045 to the CWS Blankets program.  As families and communities 
around the world recover from emergencies and struggle in the face of unprecedented challenges, you are 
standing with them.  Now more than ever, we are so grateful for your generous support.    

        Your contribution provides warmth, comfort, and hope to neighbors near and far.  It provides comfort to 
our neighbors who have lost homes or are struggling in the face of extreme challenges.  Around the world, your 
support means relief and hope.  

     Because of you, Church World Service can respond when disasters occur, and support is needed.  Thank you 
for your compassion.  

Sincerely, Church World Service.  

  

     Thank you for your generous $5,000 donation which was used to purchase supplies to fill 240 “Bags of Hope” 
for cancer patients during the recent April 27 packing event.   These bags will be provided to new patients dur-
ing the month of May.  

     Through your donations, you are helping us ensure that people in the Lehigh Valley and surrounding areas, 
who are impacted by cancer, are provided with a comfort bag at their first Chemo infusion session.   The bags 
provide not only comfort items, but support and strength throughout their journey.  

Sincerely, The Chemo Bag - Caring, Helping, Encouraging, Motivation, Others  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  
 

Sylvia “Sally” Kern passed on May 10, 2025. Services were held on May 27, 2025 

at the Heintzelman Funeral Home.  

Look for these opportunities to return in 
September: 

 

Breathe – a monthly service of prayer, scrip-
ture, music, singing bowls, Communion, and a 
quiet chance to catch your breath. 
Labyrinth Walks – at various times, open 
houses to stop by and retreat mornings or 
evenings. 
Faith on Tap – a night of God, Food, and Drink 
at Kornfeind’s Tavern with church and com-
munity friends. 
God First Wednesdays - the first Wednesday 
night of the month 5:30-7:30pm is a time to 
put God first with activities for everyone, in-
cludes supper to start and a closing time of 
worship. 
Adult Education Classes on Friday mornings 
9:30-11am and Sunday Morning 9:15-
10:15am 

Golden Times 

Sunday School during Education Hour 

Confirmation Class 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are  July 20, 
2025 .  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign up by calling the church office 
at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administrator@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if 
the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $453,764.00 $90,284.00 $544,048.00 

Expenses $429,157.00 $88,627.00 $517,784.00 

4-30-2025 $19,925.00 $30,854.00 $50,779.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  You may reserve church space for personal use like 
family gatherings by contacting Marissa in the office administrator@unionucc.org  to 
see if your date is available, to complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines 
and process, and to pay the donations needed. One time use donations are $60 plus a 
$25 for cleaning. We do not offer room use to non-members at this time.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

