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May Missions 
 

 The special mission project for the 
whole month of May is to collect 

boxed cereals for the Northern Lehigh 
Food Bank.  

Every Summer, the food bank provides 
extra kid’s packs to the children of  

local food bank families, stuffed with 
peanut butter, jelly, soup, canned 

fruit, and lots of extra goodies. Each 
supporting church of the food bank 

provides certain goodies to make over 
120 kid’s pack.  

        
 This year, in addition to our  

normal goodies, Union UCC will be 
providing 2 extra boxes of cereal to 

each child. Our challenge to you is to 
fill the shopping cart and the foyer  
area of the church with CEREAL, all 
brands, all flavors, all box sizes. Our 
goal is to collect a minimum of 300 

boxes of CEREAL, can we do this? YES, 
we can. Start shopping now and bring 
to church the whole month of May. 

      
  Each box of cereal goes a long way in 
providing nutrition to children during 
the summer months. You do make a  

difference.  
 

Thank you, the Mission  
Committee. 

 

EVERYONE IS INVITED GOD FIRST POT LUCK MEAL! 

Join us for God First Wednesday (a time to be with God on Wednesdays) We’ll start with a 

meal, break into small groups for all ages, and finish with a time of Worship 
When: May 7, 2025 

Time: 5:30pm-7:30pm 

 

Menu: POTLUCK (we’ll provide the drinks and hotdogs, you provide the sides and desserts) 
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Adult Faith Formation  
Classes with Pastor Kris and Pastor  

Carrie 
Fridays from 9:30 to 11am  May 2,  

May 9 (last class)  
Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15am May 4, 

May 11 (last class) 
 

Field Notes for the Wilderness: Practices 
for an Evolving Faith by Sarah Bessey 

 
Sarah Bessey is an expert at faithfully 

stumbling forward. As a New York 
Times bestselling author and co-founder 

of Evolving Faith,the foremost community 
for progressive Christians, she has been 

trusted by thousands of people to pursue 
a reconstruction of faith centered on 

compassion, truth, and inclusion. Bessey 
has found a deeply underserved and un-
derestimated remnant in the wilderness 
of Christianity who are still devoted to 

Jesus, deeply rooted in the Gospel, fasci-
nated with Scripture, and committed to 

reimagining their faith. 
 

Field Notes for the Wilderness guides us 
through multiple principles to live by for 

an evolving faith, including 
• practicing wonder and curiosity as  

spiritual disciplines 
• mothering ourselves with compassion 

and empathy 
• making space for lament and righteous 

rage 
• finding good spiritual teachers 

• discovering what we are for in this life, 
and moving in that direction 

 
In this groundbreaking and nurturing 

book, Bessey becomes a shepherd for our 
curiosity, giving us a table for our ques-
tions, tools to cultivate what we crave, 

and a blessing for what was—even as we 
leave it behind. 

 

 

1-3pm 



PAGE 4 

From the Property Committee 
 

 Spring is here, flowers are blooming, grass is growing, a great time to get out and enjoy a walk in our church 
grove and the surrounding trails in the woods.   God's beauty is always here for everyone to enjoy. 
 
         Improvement projects are starting to happen around the church property.  New windows are being  
installed in Room 100, the Nursery and the small adjoining bathroom.    The old original windows from 1957 are 
being replaced with new Pella Windows to match the windows installed around the rest of the buildings.   
Simock Construction is performing all of this work. 
 
         Over in the grove, Selig Electricians have removed two of the older wooden light poles which hold up the 
string lights.  Two new metal poles are being installed, with lights and new concrete bases.   The string lights will 
then be reinstalled to these new light poles. The one wooden pole was damaged during one of the winter 
storms in February. 
 
          Both of the projects are being funded through earnings from the Holben Fund in the Funds of Lasting Gifts 
endowment fund.  We are blessed and grateful for the support of the trustees and the families who provided  
financial gifts to the Funds of Lasting Gifts. 

https://bit.ly/3Y2paC1
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 

Keystone Conference News 

This is from the Keystone Working Group Communication Team regarding transitioning into the Keystone  

Conference… 
 

Rooted in our resurrection hope with the start of Spring, the Keystone Working Group is preparing more detailed 

organizational plans and processes to guide us in the transition activity of tasks. 
 

Updates were shared by task groups, with the Governance team holding town halls on the proposed Constitution 

and Bylaws to be presented at all 4 Conference Spring meetings. A Staffing Letter of Intent has been shared with all 

current staff to give notice by April 1 if interested in any of the new conference positions, either transitional or 

settled. Legal updates were shared regarding the New Transitional Board and the Historical Boards, comprised of 4 

persons elected from each conference to guide our transition as The Keystone Conference. The preliminary  

boundaries for the 3 regions of The Keystone Conference were established with number of congregations and  

geography considerations, to be released in early April. 
 

Financial updates continue to focus on the 2026 Draft Budget and consideration for staffing needs. We remain  

committed to holding the tension of long-held memories of ministry and how God is guiding us into the future. We 

celebrate who we have been and the resources God has given to empower sustained and new ministries. 
 

As we become the Keystone Conference, a new communications ministry will contain a website and social media 

presence. This team will share important press releases to the General Church, partner organizations, our ministries 

and congregations of the Keystone area. A process for creating a conference logo with input and design elements 

submitted from all across our area is forthcoming. 
 

The process for General Synod hearings and question and answer session was reviewed. For the General Synod  

Sunday (July 13), all congregations will have access to a bulletin insert and liturgy for every place to be in prayer for 

the anticipated vote, affirming that Together We Are Stronger! 
 

ALSO – IN PNEC 

We hosted members of the PNEC at their Spring meeting on Saturday, May 3, 2025!  Doug Brace and I were Union 

UCC delegates to that meeting.  Look for info regarding the meeting in the June newsletter. 
 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice Metzger, at 

emrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want to 

help Union members feel more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 
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We are still in awe of how amazing our basket social was a few weeks ago! Special thanks to 

all the amazing businesses that generously offered donations for the event. We could not 

have done it without these businesses, our amazing congregation, and the support from well 

beyond our walls. Because of this generosity, we were able to raise $8,391! We have donated 

$1,000 to Iron Pigs Charities in memory of Veronica Fabian (who's love and dedication ran this 

basket social event for many years). The rest will be used towards the mission and ministry of 

Union UCC! Thank you again to everyone!  



 

UCC Night at the Iron Pigs 

 

In the Picnic Patio! Included: All-you-can-eat buffet & great seats along  

the 3rd Base Line 

Friday, June 20, 7:05 pm      Doors open at 5:45 pm 

Only $30/person! 

TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO CONTACT STEVE KAREHA. 

717‐514‐8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com 

 

ORDERS can be emailed or dropped at the church office or in  

the offering plate but MUST be in an envelope marked:  

Iron Pigs Tickets. 

 

Payments can be made by Cash, Check, or Venmo 

(Make Checks Payable to Steve Kareha) 

Bring your friends and family!  
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Graduating in 2025? 

Let us celebrate your accomplishments! 

If you’re graduating from High School, College, Grad 

School, or BEYOND...we want to celebrate you! Submit 

your  

information via the Google form below or the information 

form in your bulletin.  

Then join us in worship on June 8, 2025 to honor you!  

Google form: https://forms.gle/pcpHdnAsM7uNypM17 

mailto:s.kareha@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/pcpHdnAsM7uNypM17


PA

No Children’s Church 
on May 4th. Last day 

of Education Hour 
and Children’s Church 

is May 11th.  
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May 2025 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Youth Group Goes Mini-Golfing! 

All Youth & Friends (grades 6th thru 12th) are invited to 

join us as we "take-on" Rolling Hills Recreation for some 

mini-golf and ice cream after. 

We'll meet at to play, and enjoy some ice cream when 

we're done playing! 

*Please RSVP by May 15 if possible* 

When: May 17, 2025 

Time: 3pm 

Where: Rolling Hills Recreation (4565 Spring Hill Dr, 

Schnecksville, Pa 18078) 

Sign-Up Here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56173050-ygmini 

YAT Summer Lunch 

All Youth (6th thru 12th grade) are invited to join us 

for our End of School Y.A.T. Summer Lunch! We'll eat 

some yummy foods, maybe some special treats, 

and tons of fun. 

When: June 8, 2025 

Time: 11:30am-1:00pm 

Where: Youth Room 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer 

Congratulations to the 2025 Confirmation Class!  

These 2 amazing youth are being confirmed on May 4, 2025! 

Lucas Maxwell 

Tricia Schwarz  
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56173050-ygmini
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56173050-ygmini
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-56189076-yatsummer
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Congratulations to  

Madison Flueso &  

Chevelle Humanick  

For completing their First  

Communion class and taking their 

first communion on April 17, 2025. 

Are you ready to join the fight agaist hunger?  If so join us in October as we pack more than 100,000 meals! 
 
 Out next Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing Event will take place October 10-12th.  To achieve 
our goal we will need 500 volunteers and will have to raise $30,000 to pay for the ingredients.  Volunteer  
registration will begin in September and the fund-raising efforts have already begun.  Last year our meals 
went to support children in Ukraine.  To support this event please use the QR Code below, visit https://
give.fmsc.org/lehigh or make checks out to FMSC and include our event number 2510-090MI.   
                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are also partnering with The Red Tomato Pizzeria to raise funds for 
our meal packing event. 
From when they open Friday May 9th until they close Sunday May 11th 

The Red Tomato will donate a portion of all sales to help us reach our fund
-raising goal.  Please consider supporting our event by ordering and help 
spread the word to friends and family.  Each FMSC meals costs 29 cents so 
each dollar raised goes a long way.   
(Third parties such as DoorDash, Uber Eats, ect. Not included.) 
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Sight & Sound Theatre - NOAH  
Saturday November 1st  7:00 PM  
by Perkiomen Tours 
Departure Time: 2:00 pm at Union UCC, Neffs 
Return Time: 11:30 pm at Union UCC, Neffs 

 

Dinner at Hometown Kitchen, Quarryville, 1 hr. and 45 
min to eat before the show departure at 5:45. 

 
Cost: $170.00 (adults) and $130.00 children 12 and under, includes motorcoach  
transportation, family style lunch (Choice of One Salad, Two Meats, Three Vegetables, two 
Desserts Served with Vanilla Ice Cream, and Beverages), tax and gratuity for lunch and 
show. Includes Perkiomen Driver gratuity. 

 

Money due 7/22/25 - Need Minimum of 30 to have the trip. Checks should be made out to 
“Union UCC”  or paid to the church venmo. Payment can be placed in Ron’s mailbox across from 
pastors offices or given to the church office marked “Noah.”    

 

Questions and more details please contact Ron Pope - ron.v.76@gmail.com or 484-695-9988 

mailto:ron.v.76@gmail.com
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You Belong Here!  Welcome home to Union UCC! 

New Member Information from Pastor Kris 

New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a variety of interests, 
passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are still  
wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us formally. Or maybe you visited here 
a few times and knew right away this is your place.  
In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this conversation.  

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form using the link and return it to 
the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can then welcome you as a 
new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 
chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love to 
serve God here. 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, May 18th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall where coffee 
hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, May 25 or June 1 at 8am or 10:30am worship. 
 We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more information about us, 
and ask your questions. 
To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/
viewform 

Or you can contact the office for a paper copy. 
We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 
Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me anytime.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  
Janice Herzog passed on April 1, 2025. Services were held on April 7, 2025 at 

Union UCC.  

Memorial contributions made by Bruce & Ruth Miller, Farrell Snyder, Peter & Nancy Herzog,  

Daniel & Gail Herzog, Gwen Herzog, Dennis & Barbara Rechtor, Gladys Kuhns, John & Debbie 

Romig, Darrel Correll, Susan Tough, Douglas Yeager, Don & Sherry Penrod, James & Carol Beers, 

Darrell & Barbara Beers, Charles & Carol Mesics, Dan & Debra Topp, Carol & Ronald Hausman, 

Bonnie Herzog 
 

Ronald Simock passed on April 7, 2025. Private services were held at the convenience of the 

family.  
 

Beth Cherry passed on April 21, 2025. Services were held April 26, 2025 at Union UCC. 

From the Cemetery Commission  
 

      Part-time employment opportunities are  
available for caring for the Union Church  

Cemetery. Duties include the mowing of the  
cemetery property, weed eating around the  

memorials, preparing for and oversight of burials 
and cremations, prepare foundations for  

memorials, and general maintenance of cemetery 
grounds and property.  

       Candidates shall enjoy working outdoors, in 
all weather conditions, be familiar with lawn 

mowing equipment, be able to lift 50 pounds and 
perform light digging and raking of ground. Please 

contact Union Church Cemetery secretary/
treasurer Phil Wehr at  

610-767-3657 for more information.  



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are  May 
18, 2025 and July 20, 2025 .  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign up by 
calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administrator@unionucc.org.  The pas-
tors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $413,662.00 $69,899.00 $483,561.00 

Expenses $379,475.00 $69,372.00 $448,847.00 

3-31-2025 $29,505.00 $29,724.00 $59,229.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  You may reserve church space for personal use like 
family gatherings by contacting Marissa in the office () to see if your date is available, 
to complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
donations needed. One time use donations are $60 plus a $25 for cleaning. We do not 
offer room use to non-members at this time.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

