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Upcoming Dates for Worship 

 
November 3 – Matt Gerry wrote a book!   

The Many Faces of God. In today’s message 
he’ll talk about his book and how God’s  

presence is in each of our lives.  
 

All Saints – We will remember those who 
have passed this year and celebrate their 

lives.  
 

November 10 Veterans Sunday When we  
Recognize those who served our country in 

the military .  
 

November 17 Festival Choir Sunday  Matt 
Gerry will lead our musicians and many from 
the Gerry Music Studio and community in a 

Sunday filled with beautiful music.  
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Adult Faith Formation  
Classes with Pastor Kris and 

Pastor Carrie     
 

Fridays from 9:30 to 11am 
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25  

Sundays from 9:15 to 0:15am 
October 6, 13, 20, 27  

 
Wrestling with Doubt:   
Finding Faith  Adam  
Hamilton.  We will look at 
topics like: Is There a God? 
Wrestling with the Bible. Is 
Heaven Real? When Prayers 
Go Unanswered. Why do the 
Innocent Suffer?  “Hamilton 
approaches these sources of 
doubt with honesty and  
insight, drawing on the rich 
wisdom of the Bible, Christian 
tradition, and his experience 
walking with thousands of 
people on their spiritual  
journey. Whether you’re a 
longtime Christian or  
someone brand new to faith, 
this book will lead you to a 
trust in God that is unafraid 
of hard questions. Wrestle 
with doubt and find 
faith―belief and trust, not 
certainty; mystery rather 
than simple answers.”  
                 
Note:  In addition to these 
gatherings there is an adult 
group that meets on God 
First Wednesdays on the first 
Wednesday of the month and 
also every Wednesday of the 
month. God First starts with 
supper (you can join or skip) 
at 5:30 with small groups 
starting at 6:00-7:30pm.  See 
more detailed info.  
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From the Jed Foundation 

 

    Please accept our heartfelt gratitude for Union United Church of Christ’s donation of $500 to support 
our work in preventing suicide and protecting the emotional and mental well-being of our nation’s teens 
and young adults.  Together, we are working to create supportive environments that foster resilience 
and connection, reduce risks, and decrease the number of young people who die by suicide. 
 
       With your help, JED is leading the way to help schools evaluate and strengthen their mental health, 
substance misuse, and suicide prevention programs.  We are paving the way for more young people to 
find the support they need to navigate life’s challenges. 

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour 
 on Sundays 

 
Enjoy some coffee, tea, juice, hot chocolate, 

and snacks on Sundays in Memorial Hall  
after both worship services.  

 
 

Upcoming hosts include:   
 
 

Oct. 6 –Worship Committee 
Oct. 13—Christian Ed 
Oct. 20 –Welcoming 

Oct. 27—Church and Ministry 
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From the Mission Committee 

      Thank you to all who supported the One Great Hour of Sharing and the Neighbors in Need  
collections this summer. These are annual collections that Union UCC supports every year through 
OCWM, Our Church’s Wider Mission. 
 
      Thank you to the Vacation Bible School families who supported the food and toiletries  
collection. The Northern Lehigh Food Bank and Lehigh Conference of Churches were so grateful 
for these much needed donations of peanut butter, jelly, cereal, tooth paste and brushes, soap, 
and toilet paper.  Great job everyone. 
 
      Thank you from the Northern Lehigh Food Bank for providing various food items for their  
Summer Kid’s Pack program, along with the 300 boxes of cereal which was collected in May. 150 
bags of food were prepared with 25 various food items including soup, cereal, apple sauce,  
crackers, cookies, mac and cheese, and more. These bags were distributed to children during the 
month of July. School supply bags were distributed to 120 children in August. 
 
        Thank you for the recent $3,000 donation to the food bank from Funds of Lasting Gifts. This 
donation helps to keep our operation running to provide food for over 200 local families every 
month. 
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October 2024 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Open Sunday School 

Youth 8th thru 12th are invited for a time to hang-out and 

have a “coffee hour” dedicated just to them! No need to 

sign up! Just be there! 

October Dates: 10/13 & 10/27 

Location: Youth Room 

High School Happy Hour 

All youth grades 9th thru 12th invited to 
join us  for a time dedicate just for them 

October Dates: 10/6 & 10/20 

Time: 11:30am-12:30pm 

Location: Youth Room or Zoom 

Trunk or Treat  

October 19, 2024 

1pm-3pm 

Youth are invited to join Pastor Kayli in decorating her 

trunk for our annual Trunk or Treat Event!  

Please arrive by 12pm to be ready to go by 12:30pm.  

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-51219729-trunk 

Youth Advisory Team Lunch 

All youth (6th thru 12th grade) are invited to our kick-off lunch for the program year!  

We will do some planning, create connections, and have a TON of FUN!  

*Bring your favorite candy to create a “candy salad* 

When: October 13 

Time: 11:30am-1:00pm 

Where: Youth Room 

Please RSVP/Sign Up by October 6 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-51219296-yat 

YOU ARE LOVED. YOU ARE WORTHY. YOU ARE WELCOMED.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-51219729-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-51219729-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-51219296-yat
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 
 

Keystone Conference?? 
 

The vote by all four PA Conferences to become one Conference, the Keystone Conference, will take place at the 
Fall meetings of all four Conferences on Saturday, November 9th.  All Conferences will vote at the same time on 
the same day with results to be known as soon as they are tallied.  Tune in following the 9th of November to find 
out the results!  TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER!! 
 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice Metzger, at 
jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want 
to help Union members feel more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 
 
Way to go, Union UCC!!  Keep it up! 

mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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Serving God and others gives us meaning and purpose. It’s one of the ways we practice our 

faith and put it into action. Union UCC couldn’t do all that it does or be all that it is without 

your commitment to serve. 

 

Union UCC has so many opportunities. Find something that fits your schedule, interests,  

passions, and calling. Contact a pastor if you would like help finding your way to serve God 

here. 

 

Consistory– Governing body of the congregation. 
 

Church and Ministry– Oversees and supports Pastors and staff. 
 

Christian Education – Guide the education and faith formation of the church. 
 

Children’s Ministry– Have fun and help children grow in faith.  
 

Youth Group– Help engage and participate with youth events creating strong bonds across 

the congregation.  
 

Welcoming– Engage all people (new members, guests, members) with a sense of community 

and welcome. Spread the word of our faith community with the wider area around us. 
 

Fellowship– Bring a sense of joy and friendship through events and food. 
 

Mission– Creates outreach opportunities for donation and service in the community and 

world. 
 

Financial Leadership Team– Oversees budget and finances of the congregation. 
 

Heritage, Horizon, and Youth Choirs – Sing on a children’s, youth, or adult choir or offer special 

music as a soloist. Play an instrument with a group or as a solo in worship. 
 

Helping Hearts/Communion Ministers – Staying in touch/ visiting with those who have health 

challenges or are unable to attend worship. 
 

Worship 
 

Property and Maintenance  
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To save your spot and sign up please go to:   https://bit.ly/3X3LzPc   OR email PastorKris@unionucc.org  

https://bit.ly/3X3LzPc
mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
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Because of YOU our church changes lives…. 

Here are some of the ways you can share your  

financial generosity at Union.  

• ELECTRONIC GIVING  https://

secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home Choose an 

ongoing regular donation or a  single donation 

with your credit or debit card.  (Help us with fees 

if you can.) 

• Venmo @unionuccneffs  Make a  

donation or pay for a fundraiser or event.  

Complete “What’s this for?” 

• Mobile Giving Vanco Mobile Faith  

Engagement app 

• Cash or checks (to “Union UCC”) Place in the 

offering plate with a member offering envelope 

or guest envelope (in the seat racks) or drop in 

the mail if you’re not in person. 

Contact John Harting (610-799-2508) or Don  

Penrod (610-972-8719) or Pastor Kris if you have 

questions or if you’d like to learn more about other giving 

options or legacy gifts to Union.  

Vanco 

Venmo 

Vanco Mobile 

We’ve secured a block of tickets to see the Sound of Music at Civic Theater featuring our very own Gianna Neal 
(Pastor Carrie’s daughter) as Maria!Would you like to join us October 20? Fill out the order form and return it 

ASAP, tickets and dinner are limited, first come basis. Contact Pastor Carrie with any questions. 
 

Join us to see THE SOUND OF MUSIC at Civic Theater!  

Sunday, October 20, 2pm  

Name______________________________ Phone__________________________________  

# of tickets: Checks preferred, payable to “Civic Theater” or enclose exact cash.  

$30.25 (adult) _________ $26.50 (students/military/60+) _______ $13.75 (under 13) ________ 
 

Please note, children under 4 are not permitted in the theater. We will be dining at the Ham Fam 
following the show (approx. 5pm) however, we have a maximum amount permitted, 35 people. 
Dinners will be chosen off a pre-selected menu (gluten-free and veggie options available). First 
come basis, $5/person large-group restaurant fee, cash to Carrie to hold your spot.  

Would you like to join us?  

 

 Yes #________$5 enclosed per person  ____  

  No, thank you  

Return to church office, Pastor Carrie, or her church mailbox.  

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home
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What an exciting month we have had in Preschool! Our teachers 

worked so hard to make our classrooms beautiful. They have been 

creating lesson plans and ready getting materials gathered, finding 

just the right things to help the students get excited about learning. 

They have also been preparing the preschool space for our students. 

Each student has a color-coded name tag where they will hang their 

backpack and jacket, a mailbox to write notes to each other and family, and bulletin 

boards welcoming them to our school! 
 

Our students arrived on their first days with bells on! They settled right in and got to 

work! As the great Fred Rodgers said, “Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from 

serious learning. But for children play is serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.”  

The students have been exploring the new centers we created in our classrooms and  

enjoying the prompts the teachers set up for them. In just one week I have observed  

budding scientists, artists, mathematicians, engineers, and musicians. As the children, 

teachers, and I settle in to the new school year we are all getting to know each other, what 

our favorite things are, and what we like to do!  
 

The children have been learning all about what makes each of them unique by  

identifying similarities and differences between themselves and their classmates. They have 

also been exploring emotions, including socially acceptable ways of handling the big  

feelings that come up around the first days of school!  In the 3 Year Old Preschool Class the 

children are learning about making choices for themselves, being away from parents, and 

navigating sharing toys and space with other children. In the 4 Year Old Preschool Class the 

students are focusing on themselves as part of a family unit as well as part of a school  

community. In PreK, our older students are learning about what it means to be a good  

citizen, how we can be a good friend and neighbor, and who the helpers are in our towns 

and cities. We will all be learning about Fire Prevention in the coming month and are  

expecting a visit from one of our local fire stations. This is usually a highlight of the year for 

the students! 
 

We have an exciting family event planned on September 18th at Rolling Hills Mini Golf. 

The students and families will have the chance to get to know one another and enjoy some 

mini golf and ice cream! The 3s have a field trip to Valley Fruits and Veg planned and we 

are working on setting up a similar experience for the 4s. We are always looking for  

community connections! Feel free to contact me with ideas, outreach, and collaboration 

opportunities. 
 

I am proud of our teaching team already, and all of the hard work they 

have put into making this school year wonderful. I am looking forward to a fun and 

enriching year. 
 

 We have a few spots available in our 3 and 4 year old classes and 

are still accepting registrations! Please feel free to contact me, Rebekah 

Millroy, at 610-767-5327 or Preschool@unionucc.org 

mailto:Preschool@unionucc.org
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Pastor Carrie’s Corner 

 
October 5, 2024  

Exploration of Mental Health Awareness & Spirituality: 9am-3pm,  
Neffs Union UCC  

 
Flyer/Details  

 
Event includes:  
• Morning beverages and deli lunch, $35  
• Becoming a WISE Church  
• 3 resource/informational breakout sessions (two a.m./one p.m. Selections made at event)  
• Resource advocates  
• Walking labyrinth/meditation space  
 
 

October 6, 2024  
Out of the Darkness Walk –Lehigh Parkway: 10am registration, 12pm start  

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention Established in 1987, the American Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion (AFSP) is a voluntary health organization that gives those affected by suicide a nationwide community  

empowered by research, education and advocacy to take action against this leading cause of death.  
www.afsp.org/GLVwalk People who have been affected by suicide or know someone who is struggling, make 

donations and gather to walk in honor of those loved ones. Contact: Jim Presto jpresto@ptd.net,  
908-798-2755  

 
 

On-Going Wellness Opportunities  
• Faith on Tap: 9/11, 6:30pm  
• Zoom meditation: 9/17, 10/15, 11/26, 7pm  
• Breathe: 10/8, 11/12, 12/10, 7pm  
• Labyrinth events: 9/14, 10/6, 12/10  
• Tai Chi: Thursdays, 6:00pm 9/19-11/21  
• GriefShare: Thursdays, 6pm  
 
 

Resources  
• Suicide crisis, text 988  
• NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) crisis: text NAMI to 741741, 800-273-8253  
• St. Luke’s: (Psychiatric) 484-822-5711, (Referral) 484-629-5091  
• LHVN: (Psych emergency) 484-884-2425  

https://files.constantcontact.com/d3939796101/c0cdf653-cf07-416f-852d-7adee6944132.pdf
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New Members from Pastor Kris              

      New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a  

variety of interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a 

long time and are still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us  

formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   

       In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this  

conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the 

link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can 

then welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love 

to serve God here. 
                 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, October 13th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall 

where coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, October 27th at 8am or 10:30am 

worship. We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more  

information about us, and ask your questions.  

                 

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/

viewform  Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

                 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me 

anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  

  

Joanne George passed on September 8, 2024. Services were held 

on September 16, 2024 at The Heintzelman Funeral Home, Inc.  



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday,  
January 12 and March 30, 2025.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign up 
by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administrator@unionucc.org.  The 
pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $79,304.00 $3,437.00 $82,741.00 

Expenses $74,017.00 $6,796.00 $80,813.00 

8-31-2024 $605.00 $25,838.00 $26,443.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

