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Save the Date!  We’re Installing Pastor Carrie!   

Sunday, April 14th at 8am and 10:30am Worship  

 

Please join us to celebrate the completion of her work to be licensed by the Penn Northeast 

Conference to serve as our Pastor of Visitation and as a chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital.  

We will recognize her in worship and celebrate her at a special coffee hour.  Lots of great  

music in worship this day too with our Festival Choir directed by Matt Gerry with Blake Hoppes. 
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Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris     
                Fridays from 9:30 to 11am- April 5, (NO April 12), 19, 26  

                Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15am – April 7, (NO April 14), 21, 28.  

                 
Study of Acts 1-6 with Pastor Carrie  

Acts is the perfect book for a God-is-still-speaking church, as many issues in Acts are important for us in 
the church today: leadership and conflict, cultural diversity and inclusiveness, the use of wealth, and the 
relationship between church and state, to name just a few. Beyond that, Acts is full of rollicking good 
stories and adventures. 

Wouldn't it be great if the Book of Acts helped churches today recapture the excitement and adventure 
of following Jesus? Watch out -- it could happen. 

 
Note:  In addition to these gatherings there is an adult group that meets on God First Wednesdays on 
the first Wednesday of the month. The night starts with supper (you can join or skip) at 5:30 with small 
groups starting at 6:30-7:30pm.  See more detailed post. Dates:  Feb 7, March 6, May 1 (No Jan or 
April).  

SAVE THE DATE for our NEXT Labyrinth Retreat 

Saturday, April 14th  

4pm-7pm at Union UCC, Memorial Hall  

Starting with Appetizers and Snacks. Bring a food to share.  

Wear cozy clothing, plan to wear socks/take your shoes 

off.  

A labyrinth is not a maze. There is only one path to the center and back out. Labyrinth walking is an 

ancient practice used by many different faiths for spiritual centering, contemplation, and  

prayer. Praying with a labyrinth is a form of walking meditation, a physical expression of the interior 

journey towards God.  Like a pilgrimage, forms of walking meditation give us time and space to listen 
and respond to God’s love and grace. 

 

Sign up here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-47987849-labyrinth 

Pastor Kris, Pastor Carrie, and Roni Gerry  

SUMMER WORSHIP PLAN  
At Consistory’s meeting in February they decided on this plan for Summer  

worship.  
There will only be a 10:30am worship service starting on  

June 9 through September 1.  

            There will NOT be 8am worship starting on June 9 through September 1. 

We will have outdoor worship in the grove at 10:30am on the following Sundays: 

            June 30, July 14 and 28, August 11 and 25.  

            We will worship in the church if the weather does not cooperate on these 

Sundays.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-47987849-labyrinth
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From the Cemetery Commission 

 
    Part-time employment opportunities are available for caring for the Union Church Cemetery. Duties  
include the mowing of the cemetery property, weed eating around the memorials, preparing for and  
oversight of burials and cremations, prepare foundations for memorials, and general maintenance of 
cemetery grounds and property. 
 
      Candidates shall enjoy working outdoors, in all weather conditions, be familiar with lawn mowing 
equipment, be able to lift 50 pounds and perform light digging and raking of ground. Please contact Union 
Church Cemetery secretary/treasurer Phil Wehr at 610-767-3657 for more information. 
 

From the Property Committee 

 
    Spring is here, time to visit our church grove. Thousands of daffodils will be blooming soon for  
everyone to enjoy.  Other flowers and trees will also be coming alive in the church grove and woods. 
Come and visit God’s natural beauty during this special time of the year. Take a walk through the woods, 
sit on one of the benches or in the gazebo and re-energize you spirit, bring the kids for some fun on the 
swings and the playground., or have a simple picnic lunch. Our church grove and woods are here for 
everyone to  
enjoy.   
 
     Are you thinking of holding a special party in the church grove this summer? Start planning ahead by 
contacting the church office and talk with Marissa on dates that are available. Use of the grove facilities 
are for members of Union UCC, with a rental fee due upon reservation of the grove. 
 
      The grove is a great place for graduation and birthday parties, family reunions, baby and bridal  
showers or special events.  Rental of grove is rain or shine. 

Country Sale BAKE SALE HELPERS AND BAKERS    Saturday, June 1 
 
This event will be outside in the grove and baked goods will be sold in the grove stand.  
 

 We're looking for bakers who will help us provide tasty treats for our Country Sale.  
 

 Some items will be sold whole and others will be cut for single serving sale.  Please bring your items 
in disposable pans. We  will cut and portion them.  
 

We need pies, cakes, cupcakes, cookies, apple dumplings, muffins, brownies, fudge, bar cookies, 
snack mixes.  
 

We prefer items that don’t need to be refrigerated.  
 

We can always use sugar free and gluten free options.  
 

 Please drop off your baked goods on Friday at the church 9am-2pm or on Saturday in the grove by 
9am.  
 

Use this link to sign up or email Sherry Penrod at slpbakes19@gmail.com or contact the church office.  
                https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-48528445-baked 
 

We also need volunteers to work shifts (1-4 hrs.) at the bake sale 8am-1pm.  
 

Please reach out to Sherry Penrod at slpbakes19@gmail.com if you'd like to help out or with any  
questions. 

 

mailto:slpbakes19@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-48528445-baked
mailto:slpbakes19@gmail.com
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April 2024 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

DO YOU LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR?? 

Huge thanks to all the youth who helped plan, participate, and decorate for Youth Sunday! 
It was a great day  

celebrating all you do and contribute to this wonderful faith community!!  
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All youth grades 6ith thru 12th are  

invited to  join us for a day of fun and food in the 
Youth Room!  

When: April 20, 2024 

Time: 1pm-3pm 

*bring your favorite snack/dessert to share with eve-

ryone* 

 

Sign up below https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-47783434-spring 

Pastor Kayli’s Sabbatical Journey 

 

Every five years, our pastoral staff is allowed the opportunity to get 12 

weeks of sabbatical time. This is a time of rest and spiritual  

rejuvenation. Last summer, I took my first 4 weeks of sabbatical, and 

this May & July I will finish out my time.  

 

During my time away (May 13-June 9 & July 1-July 28) I plan to find 

ways to reconnect to my spiritual growth and journey. I’m hopeful to 

find creative outlets that will connect my desire for creativity with my 

spiritual well being. I’m grateful for the opportunity to rest my body, 

mind, and soul to be able to better serve the wonderful people of  

Union UCC.  

Save the Date!  
Final High School Happy Hour Session 

(of the year) 
 

May 12, 2024 

 

Join us in the Grove as we celebrate the awesome year we’ve 

had and enjoy some great food!  

Bring your favorite side or dessert to share (Pastor Kayli will  

provide the main dish) 

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-48641241-hshh 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-47783434-spring
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-47783434-spring
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-48641241-hshh
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-48641241-hshh


 
PAGE 9  

May Missions - Cereal - Cereal - Cereal 
 
         The special mission project for the whole month of May is to collect boxed cereals for the  
Northern Lehigh Food Bank. Every Summer, the food bank provides extra kid’s packs to the  
children of local food bank families, stuffed with peanut butter, jelly, soup, canned fruit, and lots of  
extra goodies.  Each supporting church of the food bank provides certain goodies to make over 120 
kid’s pack. 
 
        This year, in addition to our normal goodies, Union UCC will be providing 1 or 2 extra boxes of 
cereal to each child.  Our challenge to you is fill the shopping cart and the foyer area of the church 
with CEREAL, all brands, all flavors, all box sizes.  Our goal is to collect a minimum of 300 boxes of 
CEREAL, can we do this?  YES, we can. Start shopping now, and bring to church the whole month of 
May. 
 
        Each box of cereal goes along way in providing nutrition to children during the summer 
months. You do make a difference.  Thank you, the Mission Committee. 

 

Mission Thank You Notes:  
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  March 18, 2024, Consistory Actions: 

 These notes reflect items that needed action and approval by Consistory. Standing and  
routine  items are reported by Committees and Staff throughout the newsletter.  A complete copy 
the Consistory minutes can be found in the church office. 
 
Requested approvals:  
 Mission Committee request for FOLG  
     Urffer Fund - Church World Service to sponsor (2) children in Africa; My Stuff Bags   
Foundation;  Miracle eague                                                                                                                       
      Mattern Humanitarian Fund - Veteran's Outreach of PA; Guatemala UCC Water Project; Meals on                
Wheels; Maui Food Bank, Northeast Community Center-Bethlehem Food  Pantry 
            
 Request from LPT group to affirm the Case Statement presented for the "why" of  
renovating  Memorial Hall. 
 
             All of the above were approved unanimously. 

 

 PRESCHOOL  
The past few weeks in the preschool have been very busy.  

1. We held our annual bowl-a-thon to raise funds for our spring activities and were overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of our families. This year we returned to Hampton Lanes which had been closed for a few years for repairs. 
The new space is amazing, go check the out.  

2. The three-year-olds had their annual teddy bear clinic with a visit from the Cetronia Ambulance Corp who do 
a fantastic job familiarizing the students with emergency medical equipment in case they ever need to ride in an 
ambulance.  

3. Then, this past Thursday, we held our annual art show in Memorial Hall. We even had a few bell choir mem-
bers come and check us out. Once again, we were joined by Parkland High School Strolling Strings members 
who entertained the crowd of 188 people with a variety of upbeat tunes.  

 

This month the fun continues with Easter hat parades and Easter egg hunts for the students and their siblings.  
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Because of YOU our church changes lives…. 

Here are some of the ways you can share your financial generosity at 

Union.  

 

• ELECTRONIC GIVING  https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home 

Choose an ongoing regular donation or a  single donation with your 

credit or debit card.  (Help us with fees if you can.) 
 

• Venmo @unionuccneffs  Make a donation or pay for a fundraiser 

or event. Complete “What’s this for?” 
 

• Mobile Giving Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 
 

• Cash or checks (to “Union UCC”) Place in the offering plate with a 

member offering envelope or guest envelope (in the seat racks) or 

drop in the mail if you’re not in person. 
 

Contact John Harting (610-799-2508) or Don Penrod (610-972-8719) 

or Pastor Kris if you have questions or if you’d like to learn more 

about other giving options or legacy gifts to Union.  

Vanco 

Venmo 

Vanco Mobile 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home
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Upcoming hosts include:  

April 7– Sunday Staff 

April 14– Fellowship Committee 

April 21– FLT 

April 28– Worship Committee 

May 5– Welcoming Committee 

TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO PLEASE  CONTACT STEVE KAREHA.  

717‐514‐8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com  

ORDERS can be emailed or dropped at the church office or in the offer-

ing plate but MUST be in an envelope marked Iron Pigs Tickets.  

Payments can be made by Cash, Check, or Venmo  

(Make Checks Payable to Steve Kareha)  

Bring your friends and family!  

UCC Night at the Iron Pigs 

 In the Picnic Pavilion with all-you-can-eat Buffet!  

Friday, July 19 7:05 pm  

Doors open at 5:45 pm  

Only $30/person!  



PAGE 13 

 

Pastor Carrie’s Corner 
 

This month’s message is “Giving and Receiving.” Usually this is a message centered on  

Christmas, funny to see it in the Easter season, isn’t it? But I think it is prudent to be reminded 

of it year-round: 

We give when we are grateful, we give when we see a need. We give when our hearts are 

impacted by a cause or a dilemma, and we give out of joy! Sometimes it is so much harder 

to receive. It implies need or weakness, and that is often difficult to admit. But think of it this 

way: we would have nowhere to give if no one received! Please be open to asking, and  

receiving, because it allows us to demonstrate our love and compassion for others. And 

when and if you are ready, then express your gratitude through giving. It’s a circle that gives 

life to a healthy church, and that is what we are! I am so grateful for all of you and to be 

able to care for this church community. Blessings! 
 

My Installation Service on April 14th 
 

Over the past two years, I have had the opportunity to share so many life moments with our 

congregation and community. I visited those who are hospitalized, ill, or experiencing grief 

or life challenges; participated in funerals and baptisms; created and led GriefShare; and 

organized and led Helping Hearts, Helping Meals, and Golden Times groups as well as our 

Breathe and Prayers with a Pastor services, just to name a few. This work will continue, but 

looking forward I am excited to be working with the LPT in envisioning where our church and 

congregation is headed, as well as creating new groups and opportunities for folks to  

connect, learn and grow~spiritually, emotionally and faithfully, and expanding my  

preaching opportunities. Thank you all for your support as I continue to grow as a part of our 

ministry team! 
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New Members from Pastor Kris              

      New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a  

variety of interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a 

long time and are still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us  

formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   

       In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this  

conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the 

link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can 

then welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love 

to serve God here. 
                 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, April 14th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall where 

coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, April 21st at 8am or 10:30am worship. We 

hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more information 

about us, and ask your questions.  

                 

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/

viewform  Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

                 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me 

anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.   

 

Janet Hoffman passed on January 26, 2024.  Private services 

were held on January 31, 2024 at Union UCC. 

Donations were made in memory by John and Gloria Simock, Nancy Hoffman,  

Susan Stalcoskie, Thomas and Nancy Kern, Dale and Lucy Ritter, Shelby Hafler, 

Matthew Hoffman, Patricia McCarthy, Sybil Mohn, Alan and Marlene Steigerwalt, 

Gregory, Shelly, Shelby, and Abby Hafler, Richard and Madeline Bingell, Marjorie 

Hoffman, Terry and Bev Wertman 
 

Curtis Hoffman passed on March 4, 2024. Private services were held on March 11, 

2024 at Union UCC. 
 

Alma Clauser passed on March 14, 2024. Services were held on March 22, 2024 at 

The Heintzelman Funeral Home. 

 

Helping Meals 

 

This fall we brought back our Helping Meals ministry! Our team will be delivering a baked 

good with the option of a casserole or soup, if requested, for those who are in need of a bit 

of support due to a life change like a hospitalization, birth or death of a loved one. 

 

To request a visit from the Helping Meals or to volunteer to bake, cook and deliver, please 

reach out to Pastor Carrie. If you would like to assist in coordinating the team via text and a 

google doc, please let her know. It’s an easy way to continue to support this ministry and 

we’d love to have you join our team. 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday, 
May 19, 2024 and July 21, 2024.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign up 
by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administrator@unionucc.org.  The 
pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  

PAGE 16 

Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2023 ($4,682.00) $39,850.00 $35,168.00 

Income $347,638.00 $39,116.00 $386,754.00 

Expenses $316,102.00 $47,925.00 $364,027.00 

2-29-2024 $26,854.00 $31,041.00 $57,895.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

