
VOLUME 16, ISSUE 8 
SEPTEMBER 2025 

Upcoming Worship 
Schedule/Events 

Pg. 1 

Chemo Port Pillows/ 
FOGL 

Pg. 2 

Pastor Kris’s Thank You Pg. 3 

Staff News Pg. 4 

Staff News Pg. 5 

New Members/Back to 
School  

Pg. 6 

Recent Baptisms/
Weddings/FMSC 

Pg. 7 

Youth Group Pg. 8 

Preschool / Property 
Committee 

Pg. 9 

Harvest Home Pg. 10 

PNEC / Upcoming 
Events 

Pg. 11 

Mission Committee / 
Holy Grounds 

Pg. 12 

Faith Formation Classes 
and Events 

Pg. 13 

Consistory /Fall Events Pg. 14 

Family Promise Pg. 15 

New Member Info / 
Women’s Retreat 

Pg. 16 

Passing / Giving  / Staff Pg. 17 

Information Pg. 18 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

8 and 10:30 AM Sunday  Worship at Church and Online  



PAGE 2 

What’s a Chemo Port Pillow? 

A chemo port pillow is a small pillow that a patient can Velcro around a car seatbelt or other 

shoulder strap to cushion and protect the port, typically implanted on the upper chest, used to 

deliver chemotherapy drugs.  

 

In the lobby, there is a tote collecting these port pillows for anyone who is interested in helping 

out this cause. These will be added into “Bags of Hope” provided from The Chemo Bag , given 

to chemotherapy patients around the Lehigh Valley.  

 

If you’re interested in participating grab a packet of instructions in the lobby. Don’t sew? No 

problem! We’re always looking for donations of supplies which can be found  in the directions. 
Got Questions? Contact Dawn Dengler (dawndengler@gmail.com 

Next group gathering to assemble port pillows together: 

September 7th after 10:30 am worship in the Fellowship 

Hall. No experience or sewing ability necessary. 

Can’t make this one? There will be other opportunities in 

the future, just contact Dawn! 

FUNDS OF LASTINGS GIFTS (FOLG) 

 

Our church as been financially blessed by the generous donations from its members. We are able 
to pay our bills and make generous donations through our mission giving locally and around the 
world. But did you know that 20% of the operating budget is supported by the Funds of Lasting 
Gifts? 

 

The Funds of Lasting Gifts is a collection of funds intended to preserve long-range financial reserves 
in keeping with the faith commitment opportunities before the congregation. FOLG provides a way 
to donate funds from one’s accumulated assets (stocks, bonds, property, insurance, cash) whether 
it be through a will, a life income or trust arrangement, or direct giving. The funds are aligned with 
the values and interest of those making the donations, supporting the operating budget for items 
such as music, property, mission, education and more.  

 

There are five elected Trustees and Treasurer who oversee the funds within the FOLG, following the 
guidelines of an Endowment Policy Statement. They meet Quarterly with the church’s Investment 
Management Company, Raymond James, to review the investments and results as well as the 
overall financial details of income and fund disbursement.   

 

If you are interested in creating a new fund, or wish to donate to one of the existing funds, please 
contact one of the Trustees listed below or contact Pastor Kris. They can also provide a list of all of 
the existing funds. 

 

Teresa Dalrymple – Chairperson – E-mail aug281982@verizon.net 

AJ DiPaolantonio – Trustee/Treasurer 

Doug Albert – Trustee 

Al Stubbmann – Trustee 

Larry Todd - Trustee 
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Dear Friends, Family, and Church Friends,  

 I never thought turning 60 could feel this good!  

 I am overwhelmed by your support of this fundraiser to erase medical debt.  Together 
we raised over $10,000! There is $132 million dollars of debt in Pennsylvania alone. We have 
helped to erase at least $1 million of that debt in PA!  

 I cried when the first donation came in 3 months ago and I’ve been crying almost  

every day since then with each of your donations.  Hard tears, knowing that so many folks 
are struggling right now. And, good tears, knowing that together, we are bringing some ease, 
peace, and joy back into people’s lives.  

 I think we often feel that alone there’s not much we can do to make a difference in the 
world. But together, well together, and with God’s help, we can do so much more. Which is 
what we just did in a simple yet important way.   

 Check out the website https://unduemedicaldebt.org to learn more about this     
agency’s work and to hear the powerful stories of lives transformed by support like ours. One 
of the biggest gifts people receive is the repair of credit scores and the improvement of   
economic security allowing them to rebuild their lives. Some of you shared your own stories of 
knowing what this kind of debt is like. I think many of us are one crisis away from knowing this 
could be us.  

 Last year 5 churches in Bethlehem did this fundraiser. They raised $25,000 and erased $3 
million dollars of debt. For just a moment, they erased ALL of the medical debt at that time 
that existed in the Lehigh Valley.  

 I wonder if the churches in our area would want to work together to make an even  

bigger impact on this concern and issue in the future? It’s something to think about and pray 
about. Could we do even more together?  

 Thank you for joining me in honoring the life we live and the faith we walk with your in-
credible and powerful gift of presence, faith, hope, and love.  

 Thanks to everyone who came to the party and to everyone who donated. Thank you 
for all the birthday love and care for this old lady.  

 

        My heart is more than full,  
        Pastor Kris 
 

Rev. Kris Snyder, Senior Pastor pastorkris@unionucc.org 
Rev. Kayli Freeman, Associate Pastor pastorkayli@unionucc.org 

Blake Hoppes, Minister of Music; Sarah Stoll, Office Administrator; Barbara Carinci, 
Financial Manager; Nikki Pentland, Faith Formation Minister for Children and Families 

 
          
 

610-767-6961 
www.unionucc.org 

5550 Route 873, PO Box 66, Neffs, PA 18065 

https://unduemedicaldebt.org
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Thank you from Northern Lehigh Food Bank. 
 
       Thank you for the generous donation of over 300 boxes of cereal for our summer Kid's Pack food  
distribution program. Each summer, food bank volunteers pack 150 bags of assorted food items, all 
donated by the 12 sponsoring churches. Each bag is filled with over twenty items, including peanut 
butter, canned fruit, soup, tuna, cookies, crackers, mac and cheese, pudding, and other items.   Every 
child receives one bag starting in July, and will include two boxes of cereal, donated by Union UCC.    
 
Thank you again for providing nourishment to the local children this summer. 
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Are you ready to join the fight against hunger?  If so join us in October as we pack 
more than 100,000 meals! 
 
Our next Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing Event will take place  
October 10-12th.  To achieve our goal we will need 500 volunteers and will have to 

raise $30,000 to pay for the ingredients.  Volunteer registration will begin in  
September and the fund-raising efforts have already begun.  Last year our meals 
went to support children in Ukraine.  To support this event please use the QR Code 
below, visit https://give.fmsc.org/lehigh or make checks out to FMSC and include our 
event number 2510-090MI.                                                                                
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September 2025 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Back to School Blessings 

To all of our students, teachers, school workers, We wish you 

the best school year ever! Take a deep breath as you leave 

summer behind and jump into the busyness of the school 

year! We are here with you!  

Youth Group Sunday Supper!  

Let’s try something new this year!  

We all have memories (maybe even traditions) of family  

gathered around a table to share a meal and share  

stories!  

Youth group is no different! Join us once a month for a 
time of food, friends, and fellowship. Let’s build memories 

and strengthen the family! 

Sign ups not required, but requested, so we know how 
much food to prepare!  

We hope you’ll join us!  

September RSVP: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-57888882-youth 

CALLING ALL CONFIRMANDS! 

All Youth in 8th grade (or   

older) are invited to join us for  

Confirmation Class!  

Beginning September 14, 

2025 

9:15am-10:15am (orientation) 

See Pastor Kayli if you have 

any questions!!!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-57888882-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-57888882-youth
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From the Property Committee   

    The summer season is winding down, the grass is starting to grow again, the leaves will start to change 
colors soon, fall is coming.  

      A few minor repairs were made around the property this summer. Protect Alarms installed a new fire 
detector in the sanctuary, to replace an old, faulty one.  A window was installed in the Memory Room 
door.  The fire extinguishers were serviced, with some new ones needed to be purchased.  The main septic 
tanks in front of Memorial Hall were cleaned.   A new freezer was needed in the grove food stand.  Blessings 
to the Funds of Lasting Gifts endowment fund for providing funds to make these repairs.    

      Lastly, a BIG shout out to our caretakers Ori and Shelly Handwerk, who have been hard at work alll sum-
mer to clean and wax all of the tile floors and clean all the rugs around the church property, including the 
preschool floors. There is a major amount of furniture moving involved to empty a room, clean and wax the 
floors, and then return all the tables, chairs, and other odds and ends to their proper location. The floors in 
the rooms shine bright, the rugs in the offices and hallways are fresh and clean, thank you Ori and Shelly. 

  
 It is hard to believe that Summer is almost over! It has been a busy and exciting 
couple of months. We held mini reunions for our 2024-2025 Neffs students and 
Alumni at the Grove playground in July. We painted with water, used chalk to 
draw, dug in the mulch, played dinosaurs, and of course, played on the climber! 
We had some Italian Ice and popsicles to cool off and enjoyed the day with our 
little friends. Now, we are busy getting everything ready for the new school year 
and can’t wait to see the students every day!  
 

In August, we kicked off the 2025-2026 school year with our student and parent orientation program. 
This program provides new students with an opportunity to meet classmates and their teachers while having 
fun playing in the Grove.  Parents had a chance to meet with the Director to become familiar with school       
policies and procedures and ask any questions they may have about the upcoming school year.   

 
The preschool is pleased to welcome Nicole Hantz to our team this year! Nicole is joining us in the      

Four-Year-Old Preschool class. We know Nicole will be a fantastic addition to our team!  We are also excited to 
welcome back Miss Broadhead, Miss Klimek, Mrs. Lynch, and Mrs. Anderson for another school year. We are so 
thankful to have a dedicated and motivated team!   

 
 Our teachers are back in action on September 2nd! They will be working hard to get our classrooms and 

supplies ready for our students!  On September 8th and 9th, we will be holding our classroom visitation days. 
This will allow the students and parents to meet the teachers, explore our classrooms, and acclimate to our 
school environment. We look forward to meeting all of our new families and welcoming back our returning 
ones!  

 School officially begins on September 10th. We will be hosting a Donuts with the Director event directly 
after each class’s drop-off on their first day! This event is intended for parents and families to mingle, ask    
questions, and give feedback.   

 
 If you have not yet had a chance to register your child or 

grandchild, contact the Director at Preschool@unionucc.org! We 
have a few remaining openings in both the Three-Year-Old        
Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten Classrooms!  
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Keystone Conference Resolution passes at General Synod!! 

With the passing of the resolution to form the new Keystone Conference, there is much to be done to 
be operational by January 1, 2025.  Finances and Staffing are some of the big items to be ad-
dressed. 
 
FINANCES  
For 2025, congregational and Individual gifts to OCWM funds stay in the PNEC and fund our staffing, 
programs. And support from Congregational or Individual gifts to Friends of PNEC for 2025 also stay in 
PNEC to support conference programming. 
 
For 2026, Congregational and Individual gifts to OCWM funds will go to the Keystone Conference for 
staffing, program and support; but Congregational and Individual gifts to Friends of the Association 
(was Conference) in 2026 will stay with PNE to provide funding for association programming and ser-
vices. 
 
Support for Committee on Ministry work in 2025 is supported by PNEC while support for Committee on 
Ministry work in 2026 is supported by the Keystone Conference 
 
TRANSITIONAL STAFFING – BEGINNING IN JANUARY 2026 
The new Keystone Board will consider several candidates who have experience working with local 
churches and have expressed interest in the transitional full-time ministerial positions. 
The transitional staff will be contracted by the Keystone Board in the fall of 2025 beginning with the 
Transitional Executive Conference Minister.  
That Transitional Executive Conference Minister, with the Personnel Committee and the Transitional 
Board will complete interviews with the transitional ordained and administrative staff so that the indi-
viduals can begin in January 2026.  We anticipate 12-18 months of transition so that work can contin-
ue. After that point searches for settled staff will begin. 
The administrative positions may be hired for "settled" administrative staff during the first months or 
year of the transition. 
 
SETTLED STAFFING TO BEGIN SOMETIME IN 2027 
There will be search committees formed for all the called positions in the Keystone Conference 
which include:  
1. Executive Conference Minister 
2. Three Regional Ministers 
Leadership and Faith Formation position – part-time 
These will be open searches which may include those who have served as transitional staff, but their 
continued employment/call is not guaranteed. 
 

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER!! 
 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice Metzger, 
at jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambas-
sador, I want to help Union members feel more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 
 

mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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From the Mission Committee: 
 

Thank you to all who have supported the Christmas in July collections of socks and underwear for 6th 
Street Shelter and the Allentown Rescue Mission.  

 Thank you to all who have supported the collections of school supplies for the Northern Lehigh Food 
Bank.   
Reminder - toiletry collections happen all year long - soap, toothpaste, hair care products, deodorant 
are items are always needed at Lehigh Conference of Churches and the NL Food Bank. Please drop 
off toiletry items in the basket in Memorial Hall.   
Food collections also happen all year long for the Northern Lehigh Food Bank. Items needed all year 
long include cereal, canned soup, crackers, pasta, cake mixes and condiments. These simple items 
make a difference in the lives of our local families, thank you for caring and sharing God’s Love.   
Peace to all.   
 

The Mission Committee has approved donations to be made to the following mission agencies: 
 

From the Thomas Family Fund of the Funds of Lasting Gifts   
$1,150 to Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community Center  
$1,150 to Lehigh Conference of Churches  
From the Mission Discretionary account $500 to Allentown Crop Walk, $500 to Allentown Warming  
Station at the YMCA, $350 to the Out of the Darkness Walk, $300 Medical Debt Relief  
From the Mattern Humanitarian Fund of the Funds of Lasting Gifts   
$1,000 to Veteran’s Outreach of PA – Veteran's Grove, Harrisburg  
From the Funds of Lasting Gifts non designated fund   
$5,000 additional yearly support to OCWM   
$3,000 to the Northern Lehigh Food Bank   
$1,000 for the upcoming Feed My Starving Children event  
$1,000 to Medical Debt Relief, in honor of Pastor Kris’s 60

th
 B-day  

Sharing God’s Love to the World 

 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1766692469093
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Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris 

Field Notes for the Wilderness: Practices for an Evolving Faith by Sarah Bessey  
Sarah Bessey is an expert at faithfully stumbling forward. As a New York Times bestselling author 
and co-founder of Evolving Faith, the foremost community for progressive Christians, she has been 
trusted by thousands of people to pursue a reconstruction of faith centered on compassion, truth, 
and inclusion. Bessey has found a deeply underserved and underestimated remnant in the wilder-
ness of Christianity who are still devoted to Jesus, deeply rooted in the Gospel, fascinated with 
Scripture, and committed to reimagining their faith. 
 
Field Notes for the Wilderness guides us through multiple principles to live by for an evolving faith,  

Including 

 
• practicing wonder and curiosity as spiritual disciplines 
• mothering ourselves with compassion and empathy 
• making space for lament and righteous rage 
• finding good spiritual teachers 
• discovering what we are for in this life, and moving in that direction 

 
In this groundbreaking and nurturing book, Bessey becomes a shepherd for our curiosity, giving us 
a table for our questions, tools to cultivate what we crave, and a blessing for what was—even as 
we leave it behind. 

 

Fridays from 9:30 to 11am  September 12 and 19  (Chapters 12-14) 

Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15aam  September 14 and 21 (Chapters 15-17)  

*If you need a copy of the book let Pastor Kris know.  

 

New Study Starts September 27 & 29 through November 2: The Changemakers  

A Changemaker is a risk-taker, someone who puts their faith into action to make a positive differ-
ence in the lives of others. Jesus was a Changemaker. The Good News is so are we. Made in the 
image of God, sharing in the purposes of Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are the “assets” 
we’ve been looking for. Our wealth lies in the Compassion, Collaboration, Creativity, and Empow-
erment that sustains us through change, for change, for the sake of a better world. Join us as we 
hatch new ideas and fly to new heights, risking something big for something good. 
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Approvals by email since the last Consistory meeting in June: 
 

•  Request to pay Sarah for time off following her injury 
•  Request for donation to Pastor Kris' birthday fundraiser 
•  Request to approve Nicole Pentland for Minister of Faith Formation position 
•  Request to approve Dan Haftl as lock up person  
•  Request to approve the new Sunday set-up team of Ryleigh Minnich, Claire Puia and Page Haydt 

 Monday, August 18, 2025, Consistory Actions: 

These notes reflect items that needed action and approval by Consistory. Standing and routine items 
are reported by Committees and Staff throughout the newsletter.  A complete copy of the Consistory 
minutes can be found in the church office.  
  
• Request from Mission for funds from the Mattern Humanitarian Fund to Veteran's Outreach of PA 

and from the Thomas Family Fund to Bradbury Sullivan LGBTQ Community Center and to Lehigh 
Conference of Churches.  

• Request from Church & Ministry to approve funds from FOLG for a professional coach for Pastor 
Kris  

• Request to approve funds from Memorial Fund to purchase a Kandao, 360◦  webcam, 
        and various accessories 

  
The above were approved unanimously. 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1756064269571
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1755545869543
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You Belong Here!  Welcome home to Union UCC! 

New Member Information from Pastor Kris 

New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a variety of interests, 
passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are still  
wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us formally. Or maybe you visited here 
a few times and knew right away this is your place.  
In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this conversation.  

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form using the link and return it to 
the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can then welcome you as a 
new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 
chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love to 
serve God here. 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, October 19th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall where 
coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, October 26th at 8am or 10:30am worship.  
 We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more information about us, 
and ask your questions. 
To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://bit.ly/
unionuccnewmember . Or you can contact the office for a paper copy. 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 
Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me anytime.  
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Nikki Pentland 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Sarah Stoll 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends  

and families of those who have passed. 

 
Kathryn Rex passed on April 7 and services were held on June 20. 

Sally Kern passed on May 10 and services were held on May 27. 

George Lawrence passed on May 29 and services were held on June 3rd. 

Robert Yurick passed on June 9 and services were held on June 16th. 

Sandra Andresen passed on June 9 and services were held on June 17th. 

Michael Kern passed on June 16 and services were held on June 26th. 

Charlotte Bauer passed on July 12 and services were held on July 19th. 

David Mulcahy passed on August 5 and services were held on August 20th. 

Glady Kuhns passed on August 24 and services were held on August 28th. 



Dual Member Status  

Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to also 

maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and 

 duties as a member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and 

donate yearly. We look forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian 

journey with our faith family here at Union UCC.  

 

Baptism  

We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are 

Sunday, September 21, 2025 and January 11, 2026. There is a pre-baptism zoom session with 

a pastor the week before. Sign up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing 

Sarah Stoll at administrator@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the  

scheduled dates are a conflict.  

 

Weddings  

To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a 

venue and/or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Sarah 

Stoll at administrator@unionucc.org. 
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2025 -$4,682.00 $44,190.00 $39,508.00 

Income $50,008.00 $9,480.00 $59,488.00 

Expenses $30,463.00 $6,062.00 $36,525.00 

7-31-2025 $14,863.00 $47,608.00 $62,471.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special 
gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  You may reserve church space for personal use like 
family gatherings by contacting Marissa in the office administrator@unionucc.org  to 
see if your date is available, to complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines 
and process, and to pay the donations needed. One time use donations are $60 plus a 
$25 for cleaning. We do not offer room use to non-members at this time.  

Hospital Information for the Pastors  

The hospitals no longer use the code system to notify us if you are in the hospital.  If you are in the       
hospital and would like a pastor to visit you, call you, or pray with you please contact the church office 
or a pastor directly or ask a family member or friend to do so.  We are grateful when we have a chance 

to support you through life’s challenges.  

Church Office  610-767-6961  Pastor Kris Snyder 610-657-6007 


