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Sunday, August 31, 2025 

Hospital Information for the Pastors  

The hospitals no longer use the code system to notify us if you are in 

the hospital.  If you are in the hospital and would like a pastor to 

visit you, call you, or pray with you please contact the church  

office or a pastor directly or ask a family member or friend to do so.  

We are grateful when we have a chance to support you through  

life’s challenges.  

 Prayers and Blessings 

To the family and friends of Gladys Kuhns who passed away 

 August 24th. Services were held August 28th. 

To share a prayer request you may use the yellow prayer slips found in the racks in 
your seats and place in the Offering plate. 

Peace and love for each and every person and the world,  Jillian,  

military personnel, sister for good test results, daughter for strength 

and healing, Lucas and Stella, Joyce with cancer, Rich, Judy, Joe, 

Donna for the loss of her precious dog, Ruth and her family to find 

peace, our new office administrator Sarah, for daughter Sherry for 

a swift recovery, Brad having cancer treatments, Suzanne and 

 Annie, Healing for Bruce, Kathy with her cancer battle, Brad with 

cancer, Darrell, Charlie, Dolly and the Mulcahy family, Connie’s 

family and friends, Katy for strength and good health, a friend diag-

nosed with lung cancer, David having surgery, Maria for the loss of her 

 beloved cat, the family and friends of Glady Kuhns. 

 Thanksgiving for all of the donations of socks and underwear this 

summer and for the medical debt fundraiser donations! 
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The Chemo Bag Project:  

On Sunday, July 20, 2025, a group of sixteen church members, 

neighbors and friends worked together to complete 67 

port pillows onsite in about 3 hours.  Plus, some participants took 

home to finish dozens more pieces that were cut or ready to 

stuff or ready to sew shut.  125 additional pillows that people 

made at home were also dropped off in the church lobby.  All 

of the pillows made at and donated via our church get  

included with other comfort and care items in the hundreds of 

Bag of Hope totes that The Chemo Bag delivers monthly to  

infusion centers throughout the Greater Lehigh Valley and  

surrounding areas. Unfortunately, there is that much ongoing 

need, just in our area.  

  

Thanks, Deb, for explaining to us the benefit these pillows  

provide to patients with implanted chemotherapy ports and for 

teaching us to make the pillows. Thank you to the non-

sewers who suggested that we organize group sessions in which 

they could help by cutting and prepping materials and  

bagging and tagging completed pillows!  Thank you to all 

the home sewers and the group session sewers for providing 

your tools, materials, skills and time!  Thank you to everyone who 

donated fabric, Velcro, thread, stuffing, baggies and printed 

paper inserts to supply our pillow making!  

  
Whether or not you can sew, you're welcome to help at  

the next Group Chemo Port Pillow Making Session at  

Neffs Union UCC, after services, about 12noon - 3 pm on  

Sunday, September 7th in Fellowship Hall. 
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Are you ready to join the fight against hunger?   

If so join us in October as we pack more than 100,000 meals! 

Our next Feed My Starving Children Meal Packing Event will 
take place October 10-12th.  To achieve our goal we will need 
500 volunteers and will have to raise $30,000 to pay for the 

ingredients.   
Volunteer registration will begin in September and the 
fund-raising efforts have already begun.  Last year our 
meals went to support children in Ukraine.  To support 
this event please use the QR Code below, visit https://
give.fmsc.org/lehigh Make checks out to FMSC and in-
clude our event number 2510-090MI, or make checks to 
“Union, UCC” and put FMSC in the memo.       

We need volunteers to help pack meals October 10, 11, 12.  
If you are volunteering, please consider making a $20 donation per volunteer to help us 
meet the balance we still need to cover on our costs.  
We have met $23,000 of the $30,000 needed, thanks!  
 
Volunteer Registration opens 9/12 online.  If you would like to reserve openings before 
then to ensure you get the session you are looking for or prefer not to register online, 
please fill out the sheet below and return it to Eliot Lightner or place it in Pastor Kris’s 
mailbox.   
Session dates and time: 
Friday Octorber 10th 

 Unload    2:30-3:30PM   4 Volunteers 
 Setup    3:30-5:30PM  10 Volunteers 
 Packing Session 1                  6:30-8:30PM  80 Volunteers 
Saturday October 11th 
 Packing Session 2   9:00-11:00AM  80 Volunteers 
 Packing Session 3   12:00-2:00PM  80 Volunteers 
 Packing Session 4   3:00-5:00PM  80 Volunteers 
 Packing Session 5   6:00-8:00PM  80 Volunteers 
Sunday October 12th 
 Packing Session 6   12:00-2:00PM  80 Volunteers 
 Clean Up   2:00-5:00PM  10 Volunteers 
 
Name: 
Email Address: 
Phone Number: 
Session: 
Number of Spots: 

https://give.fmsc.org/lehigh
https://give.fmsc.org/lehigh
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Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris 

 Field Notes for the Wilderness: Practices for an Evolving Faith by Sarah 
Bessey. Sarah Bessey is an expert at faithfully stumbling forward. As a New York 
Times bestselling author and co-founder of Evolving Faith, the foremost  
community for progressive Christians, she has been trusted by thousands of 
people to pursue a reconstruction of faith centered on compassion, truth, and 
inclusion. Bessey has found a deeply underserved and underestimated remnant 
in the wilderness of Christianity who are still devoted to Jesus, deeply rooted in 
the Gospel, fascinated with Scripture, and committed to reimagining their faith. 
 Field Notes for the Wilderness guides us through multiple principles to 
live by for an evolving faith, Including: 
• practicing wonder and curiosity as spiritual disciplines 
• mothering ourselves with compassion and empathy 
• making space for lament and righteous rage 
• finding good spiritual teachers 
• discovering what we are for in this life, and moving in that direction 
 
In this groundbreaking and nurturing book, Bessey becomes a shepherd for our 
curiosity, giving us a table for our questions, tools to cultivate what we crave, 
and a blessing for what was—even as we leave it behind. 

Fridays from 9:30 to 11am  September 12 and 19  (Chapters 12-14) 

Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15aam  September 14 and 21 (Chapters 15-17)  

*If you need a copy of the book let Pastor Kris know.  

New Study Starts September 27 & 29 through November 2: The Changemakers  

 A Changemaker is a risk-taker, someone who puts their faith into action 
to make a positive difference in the lives of others. Jesus was a Changemaker. 
The Good News is so are we. Made in the image of God, sharing in the purpos-
es of Jesus, empowered by the Spirit, we are the “assets” we’ve been looking 
for. Our wealth lies in the Compassion, Collaboration, Creativity, and Empower-
ment that sustains us through change, for change, for the sake of a better 
world. Join us as we hatch new ideas and fly to new heights, risking something 
big for something good. 
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Dear Friends, Family, and Church Friends,  

 I never thought turning 60 could feel this good!  

 I am overwhelmed by your support of this fundraiser to 
erase medical debt.  Together we raised over $10,000! There is 
$132 million dollars of debt in Pennsylvania alone. We have 
helped to erase at least $1 million of that debt in PA!  

 I cried when the first donation came in 3 months ago and 
I’ve been crying almost every day since then with each of your 
donations.  Hard tears, knowing that so many folks are struggling 
right now. And, good tears, knowing that together, we are bring-
ing some ease, peace, and joy back into people’s lives.  

 I think we often feel that alone there’s not much we can do 
to make a difference in the world. But together, well together, and 
with God’s help, we can do so much more. Which is what we just 
did in a simple yet important way.  

 Check out the website https://unduemedicaldebt.org to 
learn more about this agency’s work and to hear the powerful 
stories of lives transformed by support like ours. One of the biggest 
gifts people receive is the repair of credit scores and the improve-
ment of economic security allowing them to rebuild their lives. 
Some of you shared your own stories of knowing what this kind of 
debt is like. I think many of us are one crisis away from knowing 
this could be us.  

 Last year 5 churches in Bethlehem did this fundraiser. They 
raised $25,000 and erased $3 million dollars of debt. For just a mo-
ment, they erased ALL of the medical debt at that time that exist-
ed in the Lehigh Valley.  

 I wonder if the churches in our area would want to work 
together to make an even bigger impact on this concern and 
issue in the future? It’s something to think about and pray about. 
Could we do even more together?  

 Thank you for joining me in honoring the life we live and 
the faith we walk with your incredible and powerful gift of pres-
ence, faith, hope, and love.  

 Thanks to everyone who came to the party and to every-
one who donated. Thank you for all the birthday love and care 
for this old lady.  

    My heart is more than full, Pastor Kris 

https://unduemedicaldebt.org


7 

Church Office  610-767-6961  Pastor Kris Snyder 610-657-6007 
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You Belong Here!  Welcome home to Union UCC! 

New Member Information from Pastor Kris 
 

 New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and 
backgrounds as well as a variety of interests, passions, and schedules.  

Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are 
still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join 
us formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this 

is your place.  In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a 
few options of continuing this conversation.   

 
1– You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form 

using the link and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to  
schedule a time to meet. We can then welcome you as a new member on 

whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience.  
 

2- The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new 
member gathering. This is a chance to meet with me and with other  

members and hear why they love their church and love to serve God here.  
 

 Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, October 19th at 
11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall where coffee hour is. You would be received 

in church on Sunday, October 26th at 8am or 10:30am worship.  
 We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new 
friends, get some more information about us, and ask your questions.  

 
 To let us know you are interested, please complete this information 

form by using this link: https://bit.ly/unionuccnewmember 
 Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

 
 We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual 

journey here and in the community. Please let me know where you are in 
your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me anytime. 
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Calling all North Whitehall Township senior residents—

join us for a FREE day of fun, food, and community!  
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 

Keystone Conference Resolution passes at  

General Synod!! 

By an overwhelming majority, the 35th General Synod of the UCC passed the 

 resolution to form the Keystone Conference by merging the four current  

Conferences of Pennsylvania!  The Keystone Conference will be in effect as of 

January 1, 2026.  Watch for further info in the September newsletter.   

TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER!! 

 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to 

me, Janice Metzger, at jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union  

Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want to help Union 

members feel more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 

mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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Staff Position Still Needed: 

Facility Cleaner: Union UCC is looking for someone 

who is trustworthy, reliable and available weekly and 

has an interest in caring for our building, keeping it 

clean and welcoming for everyone who comes here. 

This job is a 4 hour a week job and includes cleaning 

the bathrooms, sanctuary, sacristy kitchen, basement 

kitchen, and additional monthly and seasonal jobs. 

Hours can be flexible, end of the week is preferred for 

some items. Additional hours are available and some-

times requested.  This position works closely with the  

Facility Caretaker, our other custodian. Hourly rate is 

 $17/hour.  If you are interested in applying for this  

position please contact Pastor Kris at  

pastorkris@unionucc.org 
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Baptisms: We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30  

service every other month. Our next dates are September 21, 2025 

and January 11, 2026. . There is a pre-baptism zoom session with 

the pastor the week before. Sign up by calling the church office 

at 610-767-6961 or emailing Sarah Stoll at  

administrator@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the 

scheduled dates are a conflict. 

 Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
Ext. 24 
 

Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
Ext. 25 
 
Nikki Pentland 
Faith Formation Minister  
Of Children 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Sarah Stoll 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
Ext. 21 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Rebekah Mill-

roy 

 

Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 

Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
 

Barbara Carinci 
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 
Ext. 32 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Hearing Assistance System: We have a wireless system on a  

table, as you enter from the lobby foyer. Please see an usher or a 

sound team person to assist you. You will need a receiver pack 

(turn it on) and ear piece (if you don’t have a hearing aid) or a  

t-coil cord (if you have a hearing aid that is t-coil compatible.) 

Plug this into the receiver. At the end of worship, please return 

both pieces to the table and place the receiver back into the 

charger. Thank you to the Schlosser Family & Funds of Lasting 

Gifts for supporting this effort. 

Food and Toiletry Donations:  You’re invited to bring non perishable 

food and toiletry donations at anytime to help our local food 

bank. Place items in the shopping cart in the lobby. Needed items:   

cereal, soup, pasta/sauce, peanut butter/jelly, vegetables, fruit, 

toothpaste/brush, shampoo, deodorant, soap, baby items. Thanks! 

mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

