
 Medical 

Sophia, Edie with a broken wrist, Pop in rehab following a fall, Susie who fell, 
Violet and Randy, Dad with Parkinson's, Robin for good medical news, Brad 
and Rob, MaryKate, Jason with cancer, Albert to gain strength in legs, good 

test results for a grand-daughter, Paulette with cancer, Mark, Amanda’s dad, 
Liam to grow stronger so he can go home, Susie recovering from a fall,  

Barbara with her surgery 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 

To share a prayer request you may use the yellow prayer slips found in the 
racks in your seats and place in offering plate or  submit online here.  

 
General 

Josh in the Air Force training, Dylan in the Navy, Gabe in the Army,  
Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, return of the hostages, peace in the world,   

prayers for Roma and family, Abby, the Mitchell family, Mayflower the dog, 
Linda, Suzanne, Baby Cade, parents and doctors, Irene and family, Rob, 

strength for adult children facing Challenges, sister’s broken  
family, Donna, Rachel, Bella, Dean, Irene’s Family, a Nana, health and safety 
for Kait & her baby, sister for healing and strength, Lucas and Stella, pray for 
the tornado victims, Lucas and Stella, sister for strength and courage, Violet 

and Randy, Dorothy, Rusty, Diane 

If you are in the hospital, please notify a pastor or church office, or ask a  
family member to do so. Please be sure to give the hospital our church 

code (511). If we missed you during your hospital stay, let us know 
 610-767-6961. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKW-0NPMM46vI_yAcFHqtsubbOBvQzMcBhwQAvc6kaaZ0NAw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Save the Date!  We’re Installing Pastor Carrie!   

Sunday, April 14th at 8am and 10:30am Worship  

Please join us to celebrate the completion of her work to be  

licensed by the Penn Northeast Conference to serve as our  

Pastor of Visitation and as a chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital.  

We will recognize her in worship and celebrate her at a special 

coffee hour.  Lots of great music in worship this day too with our 

Festival Choir directed by Matt Gerry with Blake Hoppes. 
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SAVE THE DATE for our NEXT Labyrinth Retreat 

Sunday, April 14th  

4pm-7pm at Union UCC, Memorial Hall  

Starting with Appetizers and Snacks. Bring a food to share.  

Wear cozy clothing, plan to wear socks/take your shoes off.  

 

A labyrinth is not a maze. There is only one path to the center and 

back out. Labyrinth walking is an ancient practice used by many  

different faiths for spiritual centering, contemplation, and  

prayer. Praying with a labyrinth is a form of walking meditation, a  

physical expression of the interior journey towards God.  Like a  

pilgrimage, forms of walking meditation give us time and space to lis-

ten and respond to God’s love and grace. 

 

Sign up here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-47987849-labyrinth 

 
Pastor Kris, Pastor Carrie, and Roni Gerry  
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Volunteers and participants can 

sign up at https://vbspro.events/

p/events/unionucc 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-47987849-labyrinth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4CA8A823A7FA7-47987849-labyrinth
https://vbspro.events/p/events/unionucc
https://vbspro.events/p/events/unionucc


Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris     

Fridays 9:30 to 11am- March 22.  

Sundays  9:15 to 10:15am – 17, 24.  

                 

Reorganized Religion by Bob Smietana is an in-depth and  

critical look at why people are leaving American churches 

and what we lose as a society as it continues. It also accepts 

the dismantling of what has come before and try to help  

readers reinvent the path forward. 
This will fit in perfectly with our Lent them – What R U Up 2?  As 

we consider all that Jesus is “up to” and all that he asks us to 

be up to in his name.  

 

If you’re unable to join us but want to read the books, there are 

copies available on the table in the lobby or contact Pastor 

Kris.  

Note:  In addition to these gatherings there is an adult group 

that meets on God First Wednesdays on the first Wednesday of 

the month. The night starts with supper (you can join or skip) at 

5:30 with small groups starting at 6:30-7:30pm.  See more  

detailed post. Dates:  Feb 7, March 6, May 1 (No Jan or April).  
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Open Sunday School 
2024 Schedule!  

All Youth (8th thru 12th grade) are invited to join us  

During education hour (9:15am-10:15am) for a time 

dedicated just to them! Snacks, beverages, and 

fun!   

April 14, April 28 

Join us on any or all of the above dates in the Youth Room  

(rm 15, basement) 

High School Happy Hour 

All Youth (9th thru 12th grade) are invited to join us 2 times a 

month for our gathering of high schoolers. We meet after 

10:30am worship in the Youth room (or on Zoom). Join us for  

conversation, fellowship, and a TON of laughter!  

All are welcome!  

Upcoming Dates (2024): 

March 24, April 7, April 21, May 12 (final gathering/lunch) 
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Youth Group Summer Plans!  

All youth grades 6th thru 12th are encouraged to 

join us! Bring your friends too!  

June 12, 2024 (6pm-8:30pm) “Kick Off Summer 

Game & Rita’s Night 

July 9 & July 23, 2024 (6pm-8pm) “Grove Hang-Out Nights” 

August 17, 2024 (6pm-9pm) “Movies & Sundaes Night” 

 

*Make sure to get on our email list to get the most up-to-date– in-

formation on Youth Group Activities.*  
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 
Lenten Activities offered by your Conference PNEC 

Lenten Prayer Gatherings 
 

The 4 PA UCC Conference Ministers and UCC Staff Members will lead weekly 
prayer gatherings during Lent on Wednesdays from 12:00-12:30pm from 
now through March 20th. They are also holding weekly Bible study on 
Wednesdays during Lent at 7 PM.  The dates and topics are: 
   28–United Church of Christ; 3/6–Lent in Context; 3/13–The Priesthood of 
All Believers; 3/20–Communion 
 
If you are interested, please email Patty at the Conference office, 
pattyr@pnec.org, to receive the link for the study. 
 
All PA Conferences joint meeting June7-9, 2024.  Communication booklet is 

being prepared for this event. Be a part of the future of PA United Church of 

Christ! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice  

Metzger, at jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the 

subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want to help Union members feel 

more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 

SUMMER WORSHIP PLAN  
At Consistory’s meeting in February they decided on this plan for Summer 
worship.  
 
There will only be a 10:30am worship service starting on June 9 through 
September 1.  
 
There will NOT be 8am worship starting on June 9 through September 1. 
We will have outdoor worship in the grove at 10:30am on the following  
Sundays: 
            June 30, July 14 and 28, August 11 and 25.   
 
We will worship in the church if the weather does not cooperate on these 
Sundays.  

mailto:pattyr@pnec.org
mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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Upcoming Hosts:  

March 24– Fellowship Committee 

March 31– Easter Crew! 

April 7– Sunday Staff 

April 14– Fellowship Committee 

April 21– FLT 

April 28– Worship Committee 

May 5– Welcoming Committee 

Pastor Kayli’s Sabbatical Journey 

Every five years, our pastoral staff is  

allowed the opportunity to get 12 weeks 

of sabbatical time. This is a time of rest 

and spiritual rejuvenation. Last summer, I 

took my first 4 weeks of sabbatical, and this May & July I will 

finish out my time. During my time away (May 13-June 9 & 

July 1-July 28) I plan to find ways to reconnect to my spir-

itual growth and journey. I’m  

hopeful to find creative outlets that will connect my desire 

for creativity with my spiritual well being. I’m grateful for the 

opportunity to rest my body, mind, and soul to be able to 

better serve the wonderful people of Union UCC.  
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UCC Night at the Iron Pigs 

In the Picnic Pavilion with all-you-can-eat Buffet! 

Friday, July 19 7:05 pm  (Doors open at 5:45 pm) 

Only $30/person! 
TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO 

PLEASE 

CONTACT STEVE KAREHA. 

717‐514‐8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com 

ORDERS can be emailed or dropped at the 

church office or inthe offering plate but MUST be 

in an envelope marked Iron Pigs Tickets. Payments can be 

made by Cash, Check, or Venmo 

(Make Checks Payable to Steve Kareha) 

Bring your friends and family!  

mailto:s.kareha@gmail.com
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New Members from Pastor Kris   
New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and  
backgrounds as well as a variety of interests, passions, and schedules.  
Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are 
still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join 
us formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away 
this is your place.   
 
In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options 
of continuing this conversation.   
 

1.You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form 
(attached or use the link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out 
to me to schedule a time to meet. We can then welcome you as a new  
member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 
 
2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new  
member gathering. This is a chance to meet with me and with other  
members and hear why they love their church and love to serve God here. 
 
 Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, April 14th at 11:30-

12:30 in Memorial Hall where coffee hour is. You would be received in 

church on Sunday, April 21st at 8am or 10:30am worship.  
We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, 
get some more information about us, and ask your questions.  
 
 To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form 
by using this link:  https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-
g/viewform 
 
Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  
 
We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey 
here and in the community. 
 
Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can 
support you. Call or email me anytime.   
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform


Baptisms: We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30  

service every other month. Our next date is May 19.  There is a  

pre-baptism zoom session with the pastor the week  

before. Sign up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or 

emailing Marissa Haney at administrator@unionucc.org.  The   

pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict. 

 Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
Ext. 24 
 

Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
Ext. 25 
 

Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 

Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
Ext. 27 
 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
Ext. 21 
 

Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
Ext. 26 
 

Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 

Barbara Carinci  

Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 
Ext. 32 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Hearing Assistance System: We have a wireless system on a table, 

as you enter from the lobby foyer. Please see an usher or a sound 

team person to assist you. You will need a receiver pack (turn it 

on) and ear piece (if you don’t have a hearing aid) or a t-coil 

cord (if you have a hearing aid that is t-coil compatible.) Plug this 

into the receiver. At the end of worship, please return both pieces 

to the table and place the receiver back into the charger. Thank 

you to the Schlosser Family & Funds of Lasting Gifts for supporting 

this effort. 

Food and Toiletry Donations:  You’re invited to bring non perishable 

food and toiletry donations at anytime to help our local food bank. 

Place items in the shopping cart in the lobby. Needed items:   

cereal, soup, pasta/sauce, peanut butter/jelly, vegetables, fruit, 

toothpaste/brush, shampoo, deodorant, soap, baby items. Thanks! 

mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

