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Sanctuary Updates to Sound and Video  This has been a big year of upgrades.   
• We added a new camera in the sanctuary for our online worship experience. It’s been a huge improvement 
both in sound and video quality.  

• The sanctuary sound system was also reviewed and refreshed, adding a new wireless microphone system. 
• The outdoor portable system for the grove was overhauled with new speakers and a new mixer. The old 
sanctuary wireless microphone system will be used for outdoor worship. 
• In October two flat screens will be installed in the sanctuary so that we can add to all that we do to make 
worship creative, relevant, and meaningful. This will allow us to project announcements, pictures, videos, and 
to interact with our online community in new ways. 
        
 We couldn’t do these things without the support of the Larry Wotring Estate, the Memorial Fund – in 
memory of Larry Pruneski, Phil & Julie Wehr Music Gift, Selig Electric, Entertainment Services Group (Mike 
and Nate), Jeff and Ronnie Herbine, Ed Normann, Phil Wehr, Pastor Kayli, and our Sound Team. THANK YOU!   
        See Pastor Kris or Pastor Kayli if you are interested in being a Digital Host on Sunday mornings. You’ll get 
to help with the camera and interact with our online community during worship.  

INFORMATION FORM AND SURVEY  
Second letters were sent to those who have not yet responded to our information form that was mailed to all 
members in June. This form includes letting us know about your membership status and offers a chance for 
you to participate in a survey.  
 

Please respond by November 26, 2023 and complete the form either by using the online link provided or by 
completing a paper copy and returning it to the church.   
 

If you do not want to complete the survey portion that’s fine, but please complete the information part of the 
form and check off your membership status.  
Here’s the online link to complete it: https://forms.gle/JEZM4v4EcZ29EktMA 
Paper copies are available in the lobby on Sundays or you can contact the church office for additional paper 
copies to be mailed to you.     Thank you for your help.  

https://forms.gle/JEZM4v4EcZ29EktMA


 

Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris     
 
                Fridays from 9:30 to 11am- Dec 1, 8, 15 
                Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15am – Dec 3, 10, 17  
                No Class Dec 22/24, Dec 29/31, Jan 5/7  
 
Right Here, Right Now by Amy G. Oden – This book will compliment the  
worship theme on Sundays for advent as we look at the gift of being present. 
We will learn about the practice of Christian mindfulness as well as develop 
our own practices. This season, we are invited to be the gift of presence for our 
loved ones, for our communities, for those who need it most. 
 
If you’re unable to join us but want to read the books, there are copies  
available on the table in the lobby or contact Pastor Kris.  
 
Note:  In addition to these gatherings there is an adult group that meets on 
God First Wednesdays on the first Wednesday of the month. The night starts 
with supper (you can join or skip) at 5:30 with small groups starting at 6:30-
7:30pm.  See more detailed post. Dates:  Dec 6, Feb 7, March 6, May 1 (No Jan 
or April).  
 
Have you wanted to learn about other religions?  Pastor Kris is organizing  
various trips to visit other places of worship. RSVP to her if you are interested 
in joining her, everyone is welcome. Watch for additional dates and places.  
Friday, December 8th Congregation Keneseth Israel (A Jewish Community) 
2227 W Chew St. Allentown, PA 18104  (near Muhlenberg)  https://
www.kilv.org/  
Arrive there at 6:15 for an introduction to Judaism and to learn about the ser-
vice, 7:30 service, followed by snacks. RSPV to Pastor Kris no later than Sunday, 
Dec 3.   
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STAFF CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS 

 In the tradition of giving 
gifts to friends and loved 

ones, our church has  
traditionally expressed our 
love and appreciation for 

our hard-working  
pastors and staff by  

presenting each with a 
monetary gift.  

If you’d like to share in this 
gift, please send a check 

payable to Donna  
Christman at 5820 PA Rte 
873, Slatington, PA 18080 
and mail to her at no later 

than Sunday, Dec 17.  
 

You may also place it in the 
Church and Ministry  

mailbox near the church 
office. Any questions, 

email Donna at 
dec12221@hotmail.com. 

Thank you. 

https://www.kilv.org/
https://www.kilv.org/
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12/5  (No January) 
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  November is all about gratitude and thankful does not begin 

to express how I feel about the opportunity I have had to be 

the director of the preschool. In my 9 years there have been 

over 400 students in my care, and each one came with a  

family that I had the pleasure to get to know. I have had 16  

different staff members, 9 preschool board members and  

multiple church staff that I am grateful to have called both colleagues and 

friends. Therefore, it is with sadness that I announce my retirement from the  

director position at the end of this school year. We will begin searching for my  

replacement in January, and I am confident that I leave the preschool in  

capable hands and that it will only continue to grow and get better each year.  

 

Thank you for all of the support,  

Annette  
 

A sampling of this month’s art work:  
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December 2023 Edition 

Pastor Kayli 
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Lights In The Grove  

December 2, 2022  

(weather date: December 3) 

3pm-5pm 

Free Event 

Come enjoy refreshments, firepits, crafts, 

lights, Santa 

Donations of hats/scarves/gloves for the 

Sixth Street Shelter 

God First Wednesday 

December 6, 2022 

5:30pm-7:30pm 

Menu: Build Your Own Sandwiches, chips, veggies and dip, 
Christmas cookies 

Sign up if you can, or just show up!  

There’s a place just for youth!  

YAT Christmas Lunch 

December 10, 2022 

11:30am-1:30pm 

Join us for lunch, some 

planning, and some  

festive activities 

Sign Up here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-

yat1 

Open Sunday School 

Join us for the final gather-
ings for 2023! All youth 

grades 8th thru 12th are in-
vited to join Pastor Kayli in 

the Youth Room during Edu-
cation Hour (9:15am-

10:15am) for a 

 low-key time just for them!  

No Sign-Up needed...just 
show up!  

Date: December 10 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-yat1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-yat1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-yat1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-yat1
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 

The annual Fall meeting of the PNEC was held November 4th.   Sixty-nine [69] of the Conference’s [125] churches were 
represented.  Besides the general business of the meeting, three o the four PA Conference Ministers and an Associate 
Conference Minister were present to discuss the work of the Keystone Study/Work Group [KSWG] which has been 
meeting to discern the future of Pennsylvania’s UCC Conferences as how best to serve PA’s local UCC churches. The 
KSWG is made up of the [4] PA Conference Ministers and [4-6] members from each of the four Conferences. 
 

They have looked at several options as a model for the future and have decided that one Pennsylvania Conference, the 
Keystone Conference is the best model to fulfill the Mission “to provide better spiritual, educational, programmatic and 
financial support to our congregations’.  They decided on their WHY, “Together We Are Stronger, the Keystone  
Conference”.  There is still much work to be done and sub-teams have been formed to delve into the Governance, Legal, 
Process/Administration, and Financial aspects of such a change.  There was discussion and many questions were raised, 
some of which could be answered immediately and some of which the answers are not yet known. 
 

The timeline moving forward involves: 
Question/answer sessions within each Conference,  
Spring meeting of all four PA Conferences together in June to present: 
Draft Constitution, Staffing model, Financial information, Legal parameters and a Draft Resolution, 
State-wide vote, by Conference, next November 9th,  
Provisional Resolution for Synod by October 31, 2024, to be presented to General Synod in 2025, [if the vote is 
No on 11/9/2024, the Resolution to Synod will be pulled and the team’s work will be done], and 
Be functioning as the Keystone Conference by January 1, 2026 
 

This is a long process and has taken and is taking much thought and prayer.  Please keep the process in your prayers as 
the KSWG moves forward.  If you would like further information, you may access the Keystone website https://psec.org/
keystone/  where you will find a summary of the group’s work and meeting reports.  If you have specific questions, you 
may email the group directly at Keystone.Conference.project@gmail.com or reach out to the PNEC Conference office, 
610-826-5464. 
 

If you have any general questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice Metzger, at jemrenaissinc@aol.com & 

please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want to help Union members feel more 

connected to the Conference and the wider church. 

https://psec.org/keystone/
https://psec.org/keystone/
mailto:Keystone.Conference.project@gmail.com
mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com


 
PAGE 9  

Helping Meals 

 

This fall we brought back our Helping Meals ministry! Our team will be delivering a baked good with the option 
of a casserole or soup, if requested, for those who are in need of a bit of support due to a life change like a  
hospitalization, birth or death of a loved one. 
 
To request a visit from the Helping Meals or to volunteer to bake, cook and deliver, please reach out to Pastor 
Carrie. If you would like to assist in coordinating the team via text and a google doc, please let her know. It’s an 
easy way to continue to support this ministry and we’d love to have you join our team. 

Carrie’s Corner 
 

I bet your mind is constantly working...I know mine is! Our 
minds are meant to think, and think, and think. Back in the 
day it kept us from getting eaten by monstrous wild  
animals! 
 

But we don't need to be in survival mode any longer (I 
know, sometimes just grocery shopping feels like an act of 
survival)! 
 

Our thoughts often feel uncontrollable, random, and  
surprising, but our minds can be redirected, and more  
importantly, often need to be. 
 

I'm not talking about clearing the mind or avoiding 
thoughts that pop in, that's virtually impossible. But 
thoughts do trigger emotions, and those emotions have a 
profound effect on our mental, physical and  
spiritual well-being, both positively and negatively. 
 

We can't control when a thought arrives (and sometimes 
they are truly inspiring, so notice them!), but we can 
choose where to direct our focus. Here are some ways we 
can help direct (and distract) our minds: 

Most of all, have fun! 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation  

~Listen to music 
~Exercise or a walk 
~Meditate or pray 
~Chat with an uplifting 
friend 
~Work outdoors 
~Watch a fun movie 
~Cook 

~Dance 
~Read 
~Volunteer 
~Organize and declutter 
~Spend time with pets or 
children 
~Create ANYTHING 

From the Property Committee 
 
 

It’s Beginning to Look a lot like Christmas !! 
All around the church. 

Garland is hanging inside and out, 
 Red Bows tied at the windows and doors. 

 
It’s Beginning to Look a lot like Christmas !! 

  All around the church. 
The manger scene tells the story, 

 Of the birth of Jesus Christ 
 

It’s Beginning to Look a lot like Christmas !! 
All around the church. 

The grove is lit up every night, 
    The lights are so sparkly and bright. 

 
It’s Beginning to Sound a lot like Christmas !! 

All around the church. 
The carillon bells are playing Christmas 

tunes, 
      So stand outside and sing along. 

 
It’s Beginning to Sound a lot like Christmas !! 

All around the church. 
The singers are singing, 

     The musicians are performing 
The pastors are preaching 

 
Oh, What a wonderful time of the year.  

The Advent and Christmas Season is here. 
Celebrate the birth of Jesus at Union UCC. 
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Because of YOU our church changes lives…. 

Here are some of the ways you can share your financial generosity at Union.  

• ELECTRONIC GIVING  https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home Choose an ongoing  
regular donation or a  single donation with your credit or debit card.  (Help us with fees if you 
can.) 
• Venmo @unionuccneffs  Make a donation or pay for a fundraiser or event. Complete 

“What’s this for?” 

• Mobile Giving Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 

• Cash or checks (to “Union UCC”) Place in the offering plate with a member offering  
envelope or guest envelope (in the seat racks) or drop in the mail if you’re not in person. 
Contact John Harting (610-799-2508) or Don Penrod (610-972-8719) or Pastor Kris if you have 

questions or if you’d like to learn more about other giving options or legacy gifts to Union.  
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Vanco 

Venmo 

Upcoming hosts include:  
 

December 3—Christmas Cookies- Worship Committee  

Dec 10—Christmas Cookies—Confirmation Class 

Dec 17 – Christmas Cookies  

 

2024 Envelope packets 
 
       Envelope packets for 2024 will be ready for pick up starting Sunday Nov 19 .Please pick up your packets in 
Memorial Hall, along with those of family members, neighbors or friends.   The more envelope packets picked 
up, the more we save on postage costs. Memorial Hall will be open every Sunday in November and December, 
and the Christmas Eve dates. 
              Please do not use the new envelopes until 2024, everyone gets new numbers each year.   Members 
who use the e-giving program do not receive envelope packets. 
       Thank you for your continued support by dropping in the collection plates on Sundays or mailing in your 
envelopes to the church office. Your financial support is greatly appreciated to continue the many and varied 
missions and ministries of Union UCC. 
 
         The Financial Leadership Team 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home
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On November 19th, Stewardship Sunday, our Financial Leadership Team Chair, Don Penrod shared 
this message:  
 
Our church holds a profound significance in my life, serving as a pillar of support, spiritual guidance, 
and community connection. Within its walls, I find solace in times of uncertainty and strength during 
moments of weakness. The church is not merely a physical structure but a haven where I can openly express my 
faith and cultivate a deeper relationship with my spiritual beliefs. It provides a space for reflection, prayer, and 
the opportunity to connect with a higher power, fostering a sense of purpose and meaning in my life. 
Moreover, Union United Church of Christ plays a vital role in fostering a sense of community. It serves as a  
gathering place for individuals who share similar values and beliefs, creating a supportive network that extends 
beyond the Sunday service. Through various activities, events, and communal worship, I've forged meaningful 
connections with fellow parishioners, reinforcing the idea that we are all on a shared journey of faith. The church 
community becomes an extended family, offering companionship, empathy, and a shared commitment to  
personal and collective growth. Some of the great things we offer and do: Family Promise, Feed My Starving  
Children, Blues Night Out, VBS, Sunday School, Children's Church, Youth Programs and now Breathe....there is 
something for everyone! 
In essence, our church matters to me because it is not just a place of worship but a source of inspiration, comfort, 
and community. It provides a framework for spiritual growth and a foundation for navigating life's challenges with 
faith and resilience. Through the church, I have found a deeper connection to my beliefs and a supportive  
community that enriches my journey of personal and spiritual development. 

New Members from Pastor Kris              

   New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a variety of  
interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a long time and are 
still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us formally. Or maybe you visited 
here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   
 
In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the link) 
and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can then  

welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 
2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love to 
serve God here. 

 
Watch the Sunday worship bulletin and the monthly newsletter for future new member gathering dates. 
There is typically one session on a weeknight and one session on a Sunday morning from which to choose.  

We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more information about 
us, and ask your questions.  

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/
viewform 

Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me  
anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.    

 

 

Janice Liscka passed on October 15, 2023. Services were held 

on October 19, 2023 at Union UCC. 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday, 
January 14, 2024 and March 3, 2024.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign 
up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at   
administrator@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2023 ($4,682.00) $39,850.00 $35,168.00 

Income $176,046.00 $16,380.00 $192,426..0

Expenses $159,657.00 $30,258.00 $189,915.00 

10-31-23 $11,707.00 $25,972.00 $37,679.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

