
 Medical 

Baby Cameron, mom’s health, sister-in-law dealing with cancer, Sharon 
and Mark, co-worker’s fathers recent cancer diagnosis, co-worker  
recovering from surgery, Ed, Beth, Margarette, friend with cancer  

diagnosis, Dana diagnosed with cancer, Charlie with pancreatic cancer, 
Nan recovering, Carol, Jamie, dad recovering in hospital, a friend in the 

hospital 

Sunday, June 4, 2023 

To share a prayer request you may use the yellow prayer slips found in the 
racks in your seats and hand it to a pastor. Or submit online here.  

 General 

Veronica’s family and friends, healing for a friend, safe travels for all,  
healing for Jamie, healing and peace for brother-in-law and nieces in the 

passing of their wife/mother, Leonards family and friends, thanksgiving for 
a husband’s job, mom and dad’s health, brother in law facing marriage  
issues, peace and love to all, Joseph, Deb, victims of gun violence, JP’s 
heart to open up to healing and love, sister for healing and strength, 

daughter for strength and courage, mom’s health, peace and comfort for 
Missie’s family and friends, Nancy for healing 

If you are in the hospital, please notify a pastor or church office, or ask a  

family member to do so. Please be sure to give the hospital our church code 

(511). If we missed you during your hospital stay, let us know 610-767-6961. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKW-0NPMM46vI_yAcFHqtsubbOBvQzMcBhwQAvc6kaaZ0NAw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Upcoming Worship 

Future Dates:  

July 9 – Blessing of the Animals Bring your family pet or a picture or 

stuffed animal to represent them and the pastors will bless them. 

July 23 Christmas in July Favorite Christmas carols and a mission 

project of collecting socks& underwear to help others. 

August 6 Communion 
August 13 Church Family Picnic – Special Music in worship and after  

worship by the Patrick Kerssen Trio. 
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 
   

  The PNEC had their Spring General Meeting 
Saturday, April 29

th
 at St Thomas UCC in Bethlehem and via Zoon 

See the upcoming June newsletter for a summary report 
 

Resources Offered by PNEC 

I am listing here the resources offered by the PNEC.  I will highlight one or 

two of these in the coming weeks/months.  If there is one you would like 

more info on before I highlight it, just reach out to me. 

The list includes:  Coaching, Congregational Vitality, YEA Fund, Grants  

Energizing Mission Fund [GEM], Gwilym T. Williams Scholarship Fund [GTW], 

Disaster Response Ministry Team, Local Congregational Support Working 

Group, Spiritual Development Ministry, Racial Justice Ministry Team, Mental 

Health Ministry Team, Amigos de Guatemala, Mission Insite, Tithe.ly –  

On-line Giving and Ecumenical Relations Mission Team [ERMT] 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me at 

jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  

As your PNEC Ambassador, I want to help Union members feel more con-

nected to the Conference and the wider church. 

mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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Join us for VBS 2023 June 26th-30th from 6-8pm where 

we will learn how to SHINE JESUS’ LIGHT! Children age 

Preschool to 7th grade are invited to attend. A meal will 

be available at 5:30pm. Registration is $5 per child. 

Register at: https://forms.gle/xcAGfFpuoH17wt3v5 

YOUTH GROUP DRIVE-IN NIGHT 

Union UCC Youth Group goes to the 

movies… 

Where: Becky’s Drive In 

When: June 16 (tentative) 

RSVP by June 4 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-

youth10 

Breakfast Bunch for Northern Lehigh Kids at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church, Slatington.  

 

This program provides breakfast and a bag lunch for 

kids for 10 weeks in the summer on weekdays 8:30-

10am. Contact Pastor Kris if you would like to volunteer 

on our days (to be determined).  Gift cards to Giant, 

Weis, Walmart, or Redner’s are always appreciated 

and can be given to our church office.  Monetary  

donations made payable to St. John’s Lutheran 

Church with “Breakfast Bunch” in the memo line also 

help.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-youth10
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-youth10


High School Graduates 

Emily Bachl 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend the  

University of Delaware studying Music Education. 

Kiel Baer 

Graduating from Lehigh Valley Charter High School. Plans on 

working and traveling post graduation. 

Josh Baron 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Joining the Air Force. 

Marissa Christman 

Graduating from Northwestern Lehigh High School. Plans to at-

tend East Stroudsburg University majoring in Physical Education. 

Jacquelyn Fekula 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend Schreyer 

Honors College at Penn State University.  

Drew Filipovits 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend Hampden

-Sydney College, majoring in economics while playing lacrosse. 

Andy Hill 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend University 

of Pittsburgh David C. Frederick Honors College studying  

environmental sciences.  
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High School Graduates cont, 

Alyssa Karpeuk 

Graduating from LCTI with a Cosmetology license. Employment 

with Allure Salon & Spa. 

Alyson Kistler 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend  

Bloomsburg University to study Business Management. 

Cameron Kuntz 

Graduating from Northern Lehigh High School. Plans to  attend 

Mary Wood University to study music therapy. 

Olivia Rice 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend Penn 

State Berks majoring in biochemistry and molecular biology. 

Mitchell Roth 

Graduating from Parkland High School. Plans to attend Lehigh 

University, majoring in statistics. 

Jacob Solt 

Graduating from Northwestern Lehigh High School and LCTI. Will 

be working as a Maintenance Apprentice with Niagara Bottling 

under their Maintenance Apprenticeship Program. 
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College Graduates 

James Cipolla 

Graduated from The Ohio State University with a Bachelor of 

Science in Health Rehabilitation Sciences. Future plans are  

pursuing a Masters in Bioethics at OSU. 

Shelby Hafler 

Graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a  

Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Will be starting career as an RN 

in Lehigh Valley Reilly Children’s Hospital Pediatric ER. 

Dylan Kuntz 

Graduated from Lock Haven University with a Bachelor of  

Science in Psychology. Joining the United States Navy; Naval 

Special Warfare (Navy SEAL). 

Adam Klinger 

Graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in Chemical 

Engineering. Will be working for Air Gas in Salt Lake City, Utah.  

Julie Lane 

Graduated from Millersville University with a Bachelor of Science 

in Music Industry with a concentration in Management and  

minor in General Business. Currently working part-time at Berks 

Arts doing their social media while continuing to look for  

another job in music and the arts. 
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College Graduates cont. 

Katie Mericle 

Graduated from Lehigh Carbon Community College with an  

Associates Degree in Early Childhood Education. Will be  

attending Kutztown University with a dual major in Special  

Education and Elementary Education. 

Brooke Penrod 

Graduated from Misericordia University with a Bachelor of  

Science in Health Sciences. Will be continuing her education at 

Misericordia University to obtain her Master of Science in  

Speech-Language Pathology. 

Jacob Roth 

Graduated from Penn State University, Schreyer Honors College 

with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. Will be attending  

Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law. 

Jonah Zeilinger 

(Grandson of Denis and Denise Rothroth) 

Graduated from Purdue University wit h a BS in Civil Engineering. 

Accepted employment with Kimley-Horn Company in Indiana.  
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Semi-Annual Meeting 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I’d like to invite you to attend our Semi-Annual Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, June 11, 2023 following the 10:30 AM  

service.  This meeting’s agenda will focus on the approval of the 

FY2024 Budget as well as a review of the audit report for the Funds 

of Lasting Gifts.   

 

Your participation and engagement in this process supports our 

programs and mission while ensuring our financial vitality moving 

forward.  The budget will be available to review between services 

on Sunday, June 4, 2023.  Please take this opportunity to meet 

with our Financial Leadership Team and become informed. 

 

The meeting will be held in person, but a Zoom option will be 

available to view the meeting (voting must be done in person).  I 

look forward to seeing you on June 11th and working together to 

better serve God and our greater community. 

 

May God continue to bless our church family and those we serve. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Eric Minnich 

Consistory President 

 

Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89415703773?

pwd=RmVJS2JRSC9BUng4aXZCVDRxRVdSQT09 

Meeting ID: 894 1570 3773 

Passcode: 704175 

One tap mobile +13052241968,,81918906059#,,,,*785369# US 

+13092053325,,81918906059#,,,,*785369# US 
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Join us for our next FUNdraiser at Drizzle Ice Cream in Schnecksville 

 

15% of all sales will help us raise funds/benefit the Breakfast Bunch  

summer breakfast/lunch program for kids in Slatington. This program 

helps provide meals for kids who normally rely on school for meals 

and might need extra help during the summer months.  

 

Drizzle offers Kreider Hand Dipped Ice Cream (direct from Lancaster 

County), soft serve, Flavorburst (soft serve), Italian Ice, and Penn 

State Creamery Ice Cream. They also have sundaes, milkshakes,  

banana splits, cones and dishes!  
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UCC Night at the Iron Pigs 

In the Picnic Pavilion with all-you-can-eat Buffet! 

Friday, July 28 7:05 pm (Doors open at 5:45 pm) 

Only $28/person! 
TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO PLEASE 

COTACT STEVE KAREHA. 

717‐514‐8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com 

ORDERS can be emailed or dropped at the church 

office or in the offering plate but MUST be in an  

envelope marked Iron Pigs Tickets. 

 

Payments can be made by Cash, Check, Venmo  

(Make Checks Payable to Steve Kareha) 
 

Bring your friends and family!  
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mailto:s.kareha@gmail.com


New Member Sessions: Are you thinking about deepening your faith 

commitment to Union UCC? To share your questions and interest in 

learning more about our church family contact Pastor Kris  

PastorKris@unionucc.org   

Baptisms: We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every 

other month. Our next dates is July 16.  There is a pre-baptism zoom 

session with the pastor the week before. Sign up by calling the 

church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at   

administrator@unionucc.org.  The  pastors will work with you if the 

scheduled dates are a conflict. 

 Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
Ext. 24 
 

Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
Ext. 25 
 

Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 

Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
Ext. 27 
 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
Ext. 21 
 

Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
Ext. 26 
 

Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 

Barbara Carinci  

Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 
Ext. 32 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Pastoral Sabbaticals  

          Our pastors are grateful for the sabbatical time that is 
granted to them for 3 months every 5 years.  

          In May Pastor Kris will be using 3 of her remaining 5 
weeks the weeks of May 14, 21, and 28. She’ll return June 6.  

          Starting July 3 Pastor Kayli will be using the 1st of her 3 
months plus a week of vacation. She’ll return August 7.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

